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EDITORIAL COMMENT

Nervous tension should not be our portion

Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)

 s coronavirus spread across the 
 world, our small mining industry 
 is not spared. However, this 
should not make the mining community 
panic.

Mining industry players and authorities 
should now keep a constant eye on de-
velopments around the pandemic and 
markets, spontaneous positive reactions 
should become the order of the day. Ob-
viously economic activities have been 

dented by this global pandemic and 
it’s only forecast leaders that will direct 
their ship towards cushioned destina-
tion, avoiding the murky waters. The red 
tape that normal exist in decision making 
should be a thing of the past, events are 
going to happened fast, rapid response 
will also be necessary.

We know certain laws limit the industry 
but authorities should come up with spe-
cial dispensation, where it took 21 days 
for a decision to be made, promptness is 
necessary. Only our timely reactions and 
responses will see us emerge winners at 
the end of this global pandemic, least we 
drown our sector.

More positive news have been hitting 
our mining dashboard over the past few 
months, a positive and promising first 
quarter, it was for the sector.

One of the worthy celebrating develop-
ments is the Namibian Marine Phosphate 
(NMP) expected to be a premier rock 
phosphate producer on the global mar-
ket. The developers of Sandpiper Ma-
rine Phosphate envisage, steady-state 

production of three-million tons a year 
of phosphate concentrate product over 
an initial mine life of 20 years, including a 
two-year ramp-up period.

The project development will require 
about N$3.2-billion in investment capital, 
with nearly N$1-billion already invested 
in the project, while the operations could 
potentially employ about 450 people di-
rectly and indirectly in the Erongo region. 

With such positive expectations in our 
plate, the local mining community should 
not despair as the globe navigate through 
this health challenge but gear up to roar 
once we come out of the woods.

Yes, there is anticipation of a recession 
but only through constant dialogue be-
tween the industry and authorities should 
cushion the country. Let us adhere to 
health precautions, as we go through the 
lockdown and hope for the best after it.

Remember to share comments, letters 
and opinions on drewmara@gmail.com

Enjoy the read!

LIKE DI  MONDS,
CREATIVITY 
IS FOREVER

“

”
For everlasting advertising and marketing solutions, contact us on:
T +264 61 429 600 | E work@weathermen.co | W www.weathermen.co

A
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Nervous tension should not be our portion Output increases at AfriTin Mining

Throughput at the AfriTin Mining process plant increased 
by an average of 63 percent on-month between Novem-
ber and January, the company has revealed.

Antony Viljoen, AfriTin Mining Chief Executive Officer also 
highlighted that the company has made a maiden sale of 
tin concentrate from a pilot project at its Uis mine.

“The first shipment of tin concentrate and first revenues 
from the Uis tin mine in three decades marks a significant 
milestone for the company and the Erongo Region.

“We will continue to deliver this operation as we ramp up 
production to the nameplate of 60 tonnes of tin concen-
trate per month,” Viljoen said.

According to the company, a shipment comprised six 
tonnes grading more than 60 percent tin metal was deliv-
ered to Thailand Smelting and Refining.

Meanwhile a second shipment of 20 tonnes had also 
been dispatched from the mine en route to Thailand.

Coronavirus hits rough diamonds sales

Giant mining company De Beers Group has bemoaned 
the slowdown of rough diamonds sales. 
 
The development comes after the group announced that 
the company’s second sales cycle of 2020 recorded 
US$355 million provisional.

“Following an improvement in demand for rough dia-
monds during the first sales cycle of 2020, we recognised 
the impact of COVID-19 Coronavirus on customers fo-
cused on supplying the Chinese market and put in place 
additional targeted flexibility to enable customers to defer 
allocations of the relevant rough diamonds,” said Bruce 
Cleaver, Chief Executive Officer of De Beers Group.

Government suspends mining operations 

As coronavirus lockdown takes effect, authorities have 
ordered mining companies to cease operations for three 
weeks.

The country has embarked on a partial lockdown, step-
ping up measures to curb coronavirus infections.

Mines and Energy Minister Tom Alweendo said in a state-
ment mining activities should be discontinued during the 
lockdown, to last until April 16.

The decision is part of quick measures to curb the spread 
of the virus, which include banning travel from all coun-
tries, restricting social movement, and ordering most 

people to work from home.

Mining Expo postponed until September

Chamber of Mines has postponed the Namibia Mining 
Expo and Conference, as measures to contain COVID-19, 
suspend mass gatherings.

Originally slated for 22 and 23 April, the event has been 
moved to the 2nd and 3rd September, Veston Malango, 
Chamber of Mines CEO, said in a statement.

“The Chamber notes with concern the rapid spread of 
COVID-19 in other countries, and will thus closely be mon-
itoring the situation in Namibia,” he said.

“The Chamber prioritizes the safety, health, and well-being 
of all event participants and will take the necessary pre-
cautionary measures leading up to and during the event,” 
he said.

Meanwhile the 2020 Mining Expo and Conference promise 
to deliver a high standard of cleanliness and hygiene.

Mining set to boost economy

Positive gross domestic produce (GDP) attributed to min-
ing production and fading drought impacts should be ex-
pected, International Monetary Fund (IMF) has announced 

However, Geremia Palomba, IMF mission Chief for Na-
mibia said with absent structural reforms, growth would 
strengthen only gradually over the medium-term.

“The economy is projected to retain to positive growth 
this year. Real GDP contracted in 2019 is expected to turn 
positive during 2020, as the impacted of last year drought 
fades and mining production picks up.”

Rough diamond sales deferred

De Beers Group has postponed holding its third sight of 
2020, for rough diamond sales.

The development is due to the public health restrictions on 
the movement of people and product in Botswana, South 
Africa and India, following the outbreak of COVID-19 on 
the globe, which prohibit customers from traveling and 
prevent the shipment of goods to customers’ international 
operations.

De Beers Group said it is enabling sightholders to de-
fer 100 percent of their Sight 3 allocations to later in the 
year, and will continue to seek innovative ways to meet 
Sightholders’ rough diamond supply needs in the coming 
weeks.

NEWS BRIEFS
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Phosphate mining gets thumbs up
 amibian Marine Phosphate (NMP) developers of 
 Sandpiper Marine Phosphate Project have plans to
 make the country a premier rock phosphate produc-
er on the global market.

The company envisages steady-state production of three-mil-
lion tons a year of phosphate concentrate product over an 
initial mine life of 20 years, including a two-year ramp-up pe-
riod.

“We believe in the project. The shareholders believe in the 
project. It is a good project and the project fundamentals are 
excellent. We just have to persevere with the path we are on,” 
said NMP Chief Executive Officer, Chris Jordinson.

The project development will require about N$3.2-billion in 
investment capital, with nearly N$1-billion already invested 
in the project, while the operations could potentially employ 
about 450 people directly and indirectly in the Erongo region. 
NMP has announced intentions to commence sea mining, 
this year, after the project has been shelved for eight years.
Jordinson said the project kick off after adequately address-
ing environmental, fisheries, and economic concerns ex-
pressed by the government and private sector.

He said development of the NMP project has involved the 
participation of various private and governmental experts, 
which has led to the identification of various risk elements 
that “have been mitigated to ensure that all aspects of the 
project are fundamentally sound.”

Jordinson said the company had previously provided all needed 
documentation to show that both NMP and appointed environmen-
tal impact assessment (EIA) specialists addressed the concerns 
of the Namibian fisheries sector at various consultative meetings 
hosted jointly by the environmental commissioner (EC) and the Per-
manent Secretary of the Ministry of Fisheries and Marine Resources 
(MFMR).

In 2018, NMP had indicated in an industry-based, socio-economic 
study that there is a potential economic benefit of establishing a 
fully-integrated phosphate industry alongside the existing marine 
diamond mining and fishing industries.”

The NMP project was to create direct, indirect, and induced jobs, 
while contributing at least NAD 14.7 billion (USD 905 million, EUR 
814 million) to the Namibian economy. Other economic benefits of 
the NMP project, according to the project proposals and expert 
analysis, include the contribution of an additional six percent to Na-
mibia’s tax revenues and NAD 11.3 billion (EUR 626 million, USD 
696 million) to the country’s gross national income.

Jordinson said NMP will continue with the education process high-
lighting how the development of a phosphate industry will be bene-
ficial for Namibia and Namibian population at large.

N

LOGISTICS EXPERT FOR  
YOUR MINING BUSINESS.    

DACHSER South Africa (Pty) Ltd. • Regional Office South Africa
9 Sim Road • 1619 Kempton Park
Phone: +27 11 396 1113 • Fax: +27 86 697 9885 
dachser.southafrica-asl@dachser.com                                   www.dachser.co.za

Take advantage of tailor-made logistics solutions for  
your mining business: DACHSER optimizes your  
supply chain by integrating all import, export and 
warehouse activities with seamless services to the  
Americas, Africa, Asia and Europe.
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 n One of the leading global road transport networks
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 n Versatile warehousing solutions
 n Spare part logistics
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Economist questions 
Fraser Institute’s 
mining ranking
 hamber of Mines of Namibia economist Lauren 
 Davidson has punched holes on the latest Fraser 
 Institute Survey ranking the local economy, the best ju-
risdiction in Africa on mining policy.

Davidson said the validity of the survey is of concern, consid-
ering the generally poor policy environment in 2019, which was 
created by the highly unfavourable tax proposal to disallow the 
deductibility of royalties for non-diamond mining companies and 
the introduction of consumption levies that are increasing the 
cost of doing business, among a general feeling of uncertainty 
concerning major policy proposals.

“Firstly, survey responses received from Namibia were between 
five and nine. The poor response rate calls into question the va-
lidity of these scores, as there were only a handful of companies 
that participated, which may have skewed perceptions.” Ac-
cording to the institute, Namibia’s policy perception index (PPI) 
ranking stood at 14 last year, an improvement from a ranking of 
36 (out of 83) in 2018.

The PPI includes the opinions of mining managers and chief 
executive officers on all facets of the policy environment with 
which they are familiar. This includes regulations, licensing, po-
litical stability, geological database, infrastructure and mining 
tax regime, among others.

The economist said Namibia’s best practice mineral potential 
index dropped from 40,63 in 2018 to 38,89 in 2019, which has 
gradually been declining over the years.

According to the survey, Namibia’s improvement in the PPI 
score this year reflects decreased concern over the availabili-
ty of labour/skills (53 points), socio-economic agreements and 
community development conditions (49 points), regulatory du-
plication and inconsistencies (33 points) and the legal system 
(33 points).

C

GENERAL NEWS
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“Botswana is the second most attractive jurisdiction in Africa 
when only policies are considered, ranking 22nd (of 76) this year 
after ranking 12th (of 83) in 2018. 

“This year, respondents for Botswana expressed increased con-
cern over labour regulations and employment agreements (+43 
points), political stability (+29 points), and the availability of la-
bour/skills (+23 points),” Davidson said.
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Local mining gets international seal of approval
 raser Institute survey of mining companies has rated 
 the local economy as one of the best investment 
 options in the Southern African Development Commu-
nity (SADC).

The research conducted last year has indicated a slight improve-
ment in the country, as an attractive mining jurisdiction.
However, the institute has called for continued policy improve-
ments in the country’s extractive sector, to continuously encour-
age a better environment for investors.

The good rating comes at the backdrop of economic pressure 
due to weakening uranium spot prices on the international mar-
ket, affecting output. Challenges in the sector have also weighed 
in on the country’s prolonged economic recession.

The country’s score on the Investment Attractiveness Index im-
proved from 56.6 in 2018 to 58.22 in 2019. And the improvement 
was boosted by the Policy Perception Index moved from 80.71 
in 2018 to 87.22 in 2019, ranking as the most favourable jurisdic-

F tion in Africa on this index.

“The report cites an improvement in the availability of labour and 
skills; decreased concern with regard to socio-economic and 
community development conditions, regulatory duplication and 
inconsistencies as well as functioning of the legal system,” the 
Fraser Institute said.

On the other hand, the Chamber of Mines Namibia said despite 
the perceived improvement, there was still room for the Namib-
ian mining sector to continue improving.

Namibia’s Best Practice Mineral Potential Index dropped from 
40.63 in 2018 to 38.89 in 2019, which has gradually been declin-
ing over the years. 

While this is not confirmed, it is likely that this is due to the per-
ceived improvement in mineral potential of other jurisdictions 
relative to Namibia.

GENERAL NEWS
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Erongo gold project gets more attention
 amibia Critical Metals (NMI) is undertaking a regional 
 geochemical soil survey at Erongo Gold Project, to 
 assess the potential for discovery of orogenic or hydro-
thermal gold deposits similar to the nearby Navachab Gold Mine 
which is operated by QKR and the Twin Hills discovery of Osino 
Resources Corp. (Osino).

The development marks a shift in the company’s focus to the 
emerging gold belt rush.

“Most investor attention is understandably focused on our heavy 
rare earth project at Lofdal where we have recently entered into 
a joint venture with the Japan Oil, Gas and Metals National Cor-
poration (JOGMEC). 

“However, an important aspect of the Company’s assets lies in 
the diversity of the commodities within our portfolio. Given the 
increasing recognition of the significance of Namibia’s emerging 
gold belt, it is an appropriate moment to direct more attention to 
the gold potential in our Erongo, Otjiwarongo and Grootfontein 
projects,” said Don Burton, President of Namibia Critical Metals
The Erongo Gold Project comprises 606 square kilometers sit-
uated 20 kilometers north of the Navachab gold mine and 10 
kilometers northwest of the Twin Hills discovery. 

In addition, the project area is centered on the Erongo granitic 
intrusive complex which was emplaced into the older metasedi-

mentary rocks of the Damaran orogeny which host the gold min-
eralization of interest at Navachab, Twin Hills and at the Otjikoto 
gold mine operated by B2 Gold which is located 230 kilometers 
to the northeast.

Results from gold analyzes are therefore expected in mid-May 
and continuing sample coverage is planned to progress to the 
south. 

N

GENERAL NEWS
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Marenica extends Koppies EPL
 ustralia based company 
 Marenica Energy has extended 
 its presence in the highly pro-
spective Namib Desert region, on acquir-
ing Exclusive Prospecting Licence (EPL) 
6663, which adjoins the Koppies EPL.

Marenica now holds a contiguous land 
package in the highly prospective Namib 
Desert region of Namibia, which is up-
stream of the known deposits of Tumas 
and Aussinanis. 

“Through this new JV Marenica has ex-
panded its footprint in a highly prospec-
tive region of Namibia, with excellent 
potential for calcrete hosted uranium de-
posits,” said Marenica Managing Director, 

A
Murray Hill. The company recently inter-
sected high-grade uranium mineralisa-
tion through successful exploration at the 
Koppies EPL. Exploration at Koppies has 
intersected grades of 4,504 ppm (over 
2 m) and 7,060 ppm U3O8 (over 1 m) in 
recent drill programmes, demonstrating 
both our exploration success and the sig-
nificant potential of the area. 

“This success encouraged the compa-
ny to enter into this joint venture on EPL 
6663 with Marenica holding a 90 percent 
interest,” said Hill. Marenica has three 
uranium exploration project areas, be-
ing the Namib Uranium Project, Mile 72 
Uranium Project and Marenica Uranium 
Project.  

The Marenica Uranium Project has a large 
inferred uranium resource of 61 million 
pounds. These three areas are located 
in the North West, North and South East 
of the Erongo province, which provides 
diversity and opportunity to explore in a 
large tenement position.

Last year, Marenica completed the ac-
quisition of uranium assets in Australia, 
being the Angela, Thatcher Soak, Min-
erva and Oobagooma projects and joint 
venture holdings in the Bigrlyi, Malawiri, 
Walbiri and Areva joint ventures, adding 
48 Mlbs U3O8 of high-grade Mineral Re-
sources at an average grade of 859 ppm 
U3O8 to Marenica’s asset base.

good chemistry

Intelligently providing an integrated 

Mine-to-Mineral Solution.

www.aelworld.com  |  www.senmin.co.za

Figure 1 – Location of Koppies in the 
Namib Desert, Namibia

Figure 2 – Location of Drill Holes at 
Koppies
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Otjokoto remains resilient 
amid pandemic challenges
 tjikoto Mine expects to meet its 2020 gold production despite the 
 unforeseen work stoppages due to COVID-19 pandemic. B2Gold the 
 developers of the mine said will continue mining operations at the 
Otjikoto Mine due to having stockpiled significant reserves of supplies to make it 
through the second quarter without a change to their production guidance.

On the other hand underground project at Wolfshag is currently in the tender 
review process for underground mine development and could potentially be de-
layed if contractors cannot mobilize to site (scheduled for mid to late second 
quarter of 2020).

Howwever, B2Gold does not expect that a delay to the underground project will 
have any impact on the 2020 or 2021 forecast annual production at the Otjikoto 
Mine.

However, in the Philippines, B2Gold has temporarily suspended mining at its 
Masbate mine since government measures to contain the corona virus outbreak 
had disrupted fuel supplies.

B2Gold will also continue to operate at the Fekola Mine in Mali. In addition, the 
company is moving its ongoing expansion and development projects forward with 
certain restrictions and delays experienced by individual project.

Meanwhile for the first quarter of 2020 the B2Gold group expects to meet or ex-
ceed its budgeted consolidated gold production 

O



Tanga back in the field chasing gold 
 opper and gold explorer - Tanga Resources has 
 resumed exploring for orogenic gold across its key 
 Katerina and Okombahe tenements.

According to the company, a ground magnetics survey is un-
derway on the Katerina license whilst geological mapping and 
soil and rock sampling surveys will cover both licenses, located 
approximately 200km north of Windhoek.

The Australian company said both tenements were located on 
geological lineaments that form part of the central Damara Me-
tallogenic Belt which hosts two major gold deposits with a com-
bined endowment of over 14Moz of gold from past and current 
production.

In addition, management has highlighted that the ground mag-

C
netics survey will target gold prospects for future drilling on the 
Katerina tenement held in joint venture with Epangelo Mining. 

Data indicates that Katerina tenement is covered by calcrete 
and wind-blown sand, precluding conventional soil geochemical 
sampling, in those areas. And previous ground reconnaissance 
field work has uncovered mineralized quartz veins in gabbros, 
secondary copper mineralization in quartz vein breccias and 
multiple quartz veins in other altered host rocks such as marble 
and sandstone.

Tanga is following many others around the world looking to add 
sizeable gold prospects to existing asset bases at a time of very 
high gold prices. If nearology is important, then Tanga has buck-
et loads of it with large gold mines on either side of it.

GENERAL NEWS
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Skorpion Zinc Mine suspends operations

 edanta Zinc International has suspended operations at 
 its Skorpion Zinc Mine. Vedanta, a unit of diversified 
 miner Vedanta Resources, said the decision to place 
Skorpion Zinc on care and maintenance, was inspired by failures 
that have paralysed a significant portion of the open-cast mine.

According to the company, the failures, the latest of which oc-
curred in January, resulted in an ore gap of more than 10 months, 
the company said, adding that further technical studies had indi-
cated the existence of similar failures at depth.

Statistics indicate that roughly 1 500 employees will be affected 
by the suspension in operations.

“The decision has been taken to cease all mining operations 
while studies continue to look at ways to make the pit safe for 
mining options,” said the company in a statement.

V Skorpion Zinc expected to produce 90 000 tonnes of the metal 
in 2018, rising to around 130 000 tonnes in 2020, according to 
Vedanta’s website. The global zinc market is around 14 million 
tonnes a year.

Meanwhile the Mines and Energy Minister Tom Alweendo has 
ordered discontinuity of the country’s mining activities until April 
16, as authorities step up efforts to curb the spread of COVID-19.

Partial taking heed to the minister’s call AfriTin has partly sus-
pended activity at its Uis mine.

The Uis tin mine will therefore stop mining from its openpit, but 
will continue feeding the processing plant from the run-of-mine 
stockpile during the lockdown period.

AfriTin says it has more than two months’ worth of production 
on its stockpile.

- roughly 1 500 employees will be affected
- result in an ore gap of more than 10 months
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Lesotho mines on care and maintenance
 unior mining company Gem 
 Diamonds has placed its Letšeng 
 Mine in Lesotho on care and 
maintenance to combat Covid19.

The company said the development is in 
line with the Lesotho Government’s three 
week lock down strategy (between 29 
March and 21 April 2020), to combat the 
spread of the Covid19 disease.

Gem Diamonds said only essential main-
tenance will take place, with security and 
support staff performing rotation shifts at 
the mine.  

“The situation will be reviewed after three 
weeks. Gem Diamonds will continue to 
hold its recently announced flexible sales 
of diamonds during this period,” said the 
company.

Another miner, Firestone Diamonds has 
also took a decision to suspend opera-
tions, save for essential care and mainte-
nance services and security, at its Liqho-
bong Mine, for a three weeks period to 
safeguard its workforce and surrounding 

J

community from the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

“The health, safety and wellbeing of the 
Mine’s workforce and surrounding com-
munity is of paramount concern to the 
company. 

“All staff on the mine may be especially 
vulnerable to an onset of the coronavi-
rus due to the remote location of the mine 
and distance from expert medical care, 
high altitude and close proximity to one 
another in buildings on mine,” said Fires-

tone Diamonds.

Firestone said the decision is aligned to 
the 23 March 2020 directive issued by the 
South African government requiring a 21 
day national lockdown, effective midnight 
Thursday 26 March 2020 to midnight 
Thursday 16 April 2020, in order to con-
tain the spread of the coronavirus. 

Lesotho is landlocked by South Afri-
ca and the Mine is dependent on South 
Africa for a large portion of its essential 
mining supplies.
 

Concord Plant and Crane Hire is committed to an impressive service 
offering of Mobile Crane Hire, Rigging Services, Heavy Lifting, 
Specialised Transport and Industrial Equipment. 

Our equipment includes:  

• Mobile Cranes (20T – 110T)  
• Tower Cranes  
• MEWP’s (Telehandlers & Boom Lifts) 
• Forklifts  
• Roll Back Trucks (10-15T) 
• Compressors  

With experience in industries such as civil, commercial, construction, 
ports, steel and mining, our team is equipped to provide you the 
right solution for your project.  

We pride ourselves in bringing a solution to you, anywhere in 
Namibia. With a footprint that covers both ends of Namibia’s 
busiest corridor, we have the ability to link the North with the 
South and the East with the West; reaching beyond all our 
branches to service you. Our branches include: Walvis Bay, 
Okahandja, Lüderitz and Tsumeb.

Proudly  

Namibian 
concord.com.na

+264 81 375 6560 

johann@concordcranes.com 

GET IN TOUCH:
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Mapping key to unlocking mineral wealth
 he key to attract mineral 
 exploration into resource-rich 
 African countries is having ac-
cess to reliable, publicly-available geo-
logical data.

For African governments, having geolog-
ical information available to potential ex-
ploration companies could translate into 
the attraction of billions of dollars in min-
ing investment.

Junior miners, the backbone of the min-
eral resources sector, covet this free-to-
use geological data as it is often at the 
mercy of low commodity prices, with lim-
ited investment appetite and exploration 
budget.

Most countries in Africa have, for many 
years, undertaken mining sector reforms 
that support the transparent and sustain-
able management of their natural resourc-
es in order to increase development gains 
and reduce poverty.

In low commodity price environments, 
government reforms would focus on se-
curing investment into the mining sector 
and the improvement of fiscal policy in a 
bid to maximise the economic contribu-
tion of natural resource development.

There has also been a move by govern-
ments to ensure proper social and envi-
ronmental protection.

More recently, the strategy of govern-
ments has been to provide a more inte-
grated and comprehensive approach to 
natural resource management.

The World Bank has been instrumental in 

T funding projects aimed at reforming Afri-
ca’s mineral rights management.

It has done so by providing funding for 
projects intended to consolidate mineral 
geological data coverage across Africa, 
through the use of electronic mineral right 
cadastre systems.

Although often funded by the World Bank, 
the management of these mineral right 
cadastre systems remains the respon-
sibility of a country’s mineral resources 
ministry and is used for the efficient ad-
ministration of mineral titles throughout a 
country, while promoting standardisation 
and accessibility of this information in the 
public domain.

According to mineral resource manage-
ment specialist Minrom director Oscar 
van Antwerpen, the proper implementa-
tion and administration of electronic min-
eral right cadastre systems will greatly 
improve stakeholder communications, 
the attraction of investment and ensuring 
transparency of information and signifi-

cantly reduce the possibility of corruption 
creeping in.

The first component of the mineral indus-
try value chain is the issuing of explora-
tion and mining licences – without which 
mining companies are unable to begin 
any sort of exploration.

“Having an efficient electronic mineral 
right cadastre system enables attraction 
of investors, and the development of a 
country’s mining rights by allowing po-
tential explorers to view the locations of 
possible mineral deposits, mineral distri-
butions, mineral tenements and thus pro-
moting mineral exploration in Africa,” he 
says.

Another key component in ensuring a 
thriving mining sector is the security of 
land tenure, van Antwerpen notes.

While the mining laws within a country 
guarantee this tenure, it is the administra-
tion of the laws and regulations, through 
an efficient mineral right system aided by 

REGIONAL NEWS
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an up to date cadastre system, that ultimately determines their effica-
cy,” he notes. Moreover, an efficient mineral right cadastre system also 
enhances investor confidence in the mining sector by ensuring trans-
parency around the security of land tenure.

The increased level of transparency, and subsequent security of land 
tenure that a mineral right cadastre system provides to the investment 
community, acts as a base through which the investment community 
and private sector can finance physical mine development. According 
to van Antwerpen, about 60% of countries in Africa make use of land 
management software with an example of such as FlexiCadastre (re-
branded to Landfolio) to automate the mineral title workflows, improve 
compliance and expedite the overall mineral right application process.

These include Namibia, Ghana, Zambia, Uganda, Togo, Tanzania, South 
Sudan, Malawi, Mauritania, Liberia, Kenya, Guinea, Ethiopia, the Dem-
ocratic Republic of Congo, Côte d’Ivoire, Cameroon and Mozambique. 
On this FlexiCadastre system, one is able to see the mineral occurrenc-
es within the respective country.

It also outlines which of these mineral occurrences has a reconnais-
sance licence, exploration licence or mining licence available for appli-
cation, with a detailed outline of who owns the respective licence and 
information on when it was applied for and when it expires, says van 
Antwerpen. Meanwhile in South Africa, the South African Minerals Re-
sources Administration Database (SAMRAD) is one of the best-studied, 
mapped and well-documented mineral resources databases, according 
to van Antwerpen.

The MRPD act makes provision for the implementation of a “flexi ca-
dastre system” to view mineral right tenements, and while this system 
is active, it is not available to the public and investment community as 
is the case in Namibia and other African countries. 

He acknowledges that since the SAMRAD system was launched in 
2011 to replace the country’s onerous manual application and licencing 
process – which has historically been plagued by backlogs and delays, 
as well as the double granting of rights – it has fallen short of provid-
ing a reliable, transparent electronic system for investors to review at a 
glance the availability of rights and ownership of rights.

Not only has this hampered the exploitation of South Africa’s mineral 
resources, but it has also been detrimental to securing investment into 
South Africa’s already stressed mining industry, says van Antwerpen.

Because exploration is the key to unlocking South Africa’s mineral re-
source future, van Antwerpen calls for greater efficiency in the issu-
ing, awarding of prospecting and mining rights through SAMRAD as a 
means to reignite South Africa’s exploration industry.

Despite the shortcomings of SAMRAD, the government has said that it 
is actively working to improve the SAMRAD online application system 
to make the process of applying for mineral titles more transparent and 
efficient.

Source-Mining Review Africa

Text with your doctor from 
 home with the Medici app

Need a doctor but don’t want to 
expose yourself to other ill people 
in a doctor’s office or urgent care 
clinic?
Use the Medici app to securely text, call or video chat with 
your doctor from the convenience of your home. Download 
the Medici app to connect with your doctor.

Preventing illness
As coronavirus continues to spread, it is a good time to 
remember how best to avoid illness during any time of the 

year.

 

Here is what the Center for Disease Control and Prevention 

recommends as everyday preventive actions to help 

prevent the spread of respiratory diseases: 

• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 

• Wash your hands regularly with soap for at least 20 

seconds. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth. 

• Stay home when you are sick. 

• Cover your cough or sneeze with something other than 

your hands (like a tissue or the crook of your arm). 

• Clean and disinfect frequently touched objects and 

surfaces using a regular household cleaning spray or 

wipe.

tel  061 285 5400 
website  www.nhp.com.na

Diamond Arrow Award 
Highest rated medical aid in Namibia:  2010 - 2019

Highest rated institution conducting business in the 
most ethical way:  2017 – 2019
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ADVERTORIAL

Burg Refractories hold the exclusive 
marketing license for the Acid and Alkaline 
resistant castable developed by Dr John 
Hancock of C&H Laboratories.

These castables are based on a Potassium 
silicate and a fluoride setting agent. These 
are supplied as a bag of powder and a bottle 
of liquid. 

Potassium silicate is a polymer castable, 
meaning it contains no Portland cement 
binder. It relies on inorganic potassium 
silicate binder technology. Once cured, 
potassium silicate polymer castable does 
not react with acid in a way that leaves the 
material weaker. Under certain conditions, 
potassium silicate castable gains strength in 
the presence of acid.

These products are aimed at reducing 
installation cost by removing the need for 

specialist installers as there is no need for 
cutting and prolonged or chemical curing. 
By reducing the need for specialist installers, 
it makes it possible for any civil contractor to 
install our product.

The products have low permeability and 
as there is no apparent cracking or shrinkage, 
the need to install a membrane is avoided. 
Penetration at the construction joints does 
not occur due to crystallisation of chemicals 
within the joints.

Products are; ACTSIL DRS which has 
been developed for wet/dry sulphuric acid 
applications, ACTSIL DR6 mortar for laying 
acid resistant bricks and tiles and ACTSIL 
CR, ACTCAST Super, ACTCAST Super CO and 
ACTCRETE 90 alkali resistant castables.

Although DR products have significantly 
different physical properties compared to 

For more information, contact  
Paul Burger at Burg Refractories on  

+27 16 971 2973, or visit our website
www.burg-refractories.co.za

Cement-Free Acid & Alkaline 
Resistant Castables

The company was established in 2008 as an independent precast refractory shape manufacturer.  
With more than 30 years’ experience in the field we specialize in sophisticated refractory precast shapes 

made to suit any unique application.

Burg Refractories holds the exclusive licence from C+H Laboratories  
for Acid and Alkaline Products in South Africa

www.burg-refractories.co.za

similar acid resistant materials, it is potassium 
silicate bonded and as such should have 
comparable chemical resistant properties.

Denel
Sasol
Bosveld phosphates
Natref
Manganese metals company
SAG Ceramics
Tongaat Hullets
Thos Begbie
Anglo Platinum

References
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SADC Mining Protocol unpacked
 he Southern African Develop-
 ment Community Protocol on 
 Mining was signed on 8th Sep-
tember 1997 and entered into force 10th 
February 2000. Below are extracts from 
the Protocol:

GENERAL PRINCIPLES 

• Member States recognise that a thriving 
mining sector can contribute to economic 
development, poverty alleviation and im-
provement of the standard and quality of 
life throughout the Region.

• Member States shall seek to harmonise 
national and regional policies, strategies 
and programmes related to the develop-
ment and exploitation of mineral resourc-
es.

• Member States agree to bear their costs 
of participation in institutional mecha-
nisms for the effective implementation of 
this Protocol except that the Mining Coor-
dinating Unit administrative cost shall be 
borne by the hosting Member State.

• Member States agree to decide all mat-
ters related to the implementation of the 
Protocol by consensus.

• Member States agree to cooperate in 
facilitating the development of human 
and technological capacity.

• Member States shall encourage the 
development, transfer and mastery of 
science and technology throughout the 
Region.

• Member States shall encourage private 
sector participation in the exploitation of 
mineral resources.

• Member States shall promote economic 

T
empowerment of the historically disad-
vantaged in the mining sector.

• Member States agree that their gov-
ernments and SADC shall improve the 
availability of public information to the 
private sector. Member States and other 
countries.

• Member States undertake to jointly de-
velop and observe internationally accept-
ed standards of health, mining safety and 
environmental protection.

INFORMATION EXCHANGE

• Member States shall coordinate their 
efforts in creating and managing a data-
base on exploitable mineral resources in 
the Region.

• Member States shall cooperate in ca-
pacity building in the creation of data dis-
semination media.

• Member States shall encourage in-
formation dissemination and sharing 
through, amongst other, things, the net-
working of institutions and industry.

• Member States shall encourage multi-
lateral research in compilation of mineral 
occurrence data and other relevant data.

• Member States shall strive to improve 
the organization and dissemination of 
technical, investment and marketing in-
formation through, among other things, 
Bureaus and Chambers of Mines and oth-
er appropriate institutional mechanisms.

PRIVATE SECTOR

• Member States have agreed to adopt 
policies that encourage the exploration 
for and commercial exploration of mineral 

resources by the private sector.

• Member States have agreed to devel-
op a mechanism that enables the private 
sector’s continued participation in the 
mining sector.

• Member States have agreed to strive 
to create a conducive environment for 
attracting local and foreign investment to 
the Region and the mining sector in par-
ticular.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

• As a way of ensuring sustainable en-
vironmental protection, Member States 
have agreed to promote sustainable de-
velopment by ensuring that a balance 
between mineral development and envi-
ronment protection is attained, Member 
States to encourage regional approach 
in conducting environmental impact as-
sessments especially concerning shared 
systems and across border environmental 
effects, Member States agreed to collab-
orate in the development of programmes 
to train environmental scientists fields re-
lated to the mining sector and to under-
take to share information on environmen-
tal protection and rehabilitation.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

• Member States have committed to co-
operate in improving the practices and 
standards of occupational health and 
safety in the Region’s sector.

• Member States have also agreed to en-
courage the sharing of training and any 
promotional facilities related to occupa-
tional health and mining safety in the Re-
gion.
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MINING SOLUTIONS

COLD WELDING PROCESSES
STEEL EPOXY 

WET SURFACE REPAIR
UNDERWATER REPAIR

CONVEYOR BELT REPAIR 
RUBBER REPAIR RESIN

EPOXY GROUTING COMPOUNDS
WEAR RESISTANT COMPOUNDS

CRUSHER BACKING RESIN

EPOXY & RESIN

28 Joule Street, Southern Industrial Area
Tel: (061) 370 700 Email: info@tmpn.com

Swakopmund, Ext10. Eliaser Tuhadeleni Street
Tel: (064) 463 806 - email: coast01@tmpn.com

Main Road, Oshakati
Tel: (065) 222 447 - email: north@tmpn.com
www.tmpn.com - info@tmpn.comCLEANING PRODUCTS & EQUIPMENT

REGIONAL NEWS

Namibia Critical 
Metals raise more 
capital
 ustralian miner Namibia Critical Metals recently 
 announced intentions to complete a non-brokered 
 private placement in the amount of up to $350,000.

According to the company, the private placement will be used 
primarily to fund working capital and general corporate pur-
poses. 

Namibia Critical Metals holds a diversified portfolio of explora-
tion and advanced stage projects in the country focused on the 
development of sustainable and ethical sources of metals for 
the battery, electric vehicle and associated industries. 

In addition, the Company also has significant land positions in 
areas favourable for gold mineralization.

Some of the project includes Lofdal Heavy Rare Earth Project, 
the most advanced project having completed a preliminary 
economic assessment in 2014 and full environmental impact 
assessment in 2017. 

The company has also made an application for a mining licence 
at Lofdal, now in joint venture with JOGMEC who are funding 
the current $3,000,000 drilling and metallurgical program with 
the objective of doubling the resource size and optimization of 
the process flow sheet.

Another project, Erongo Gold Project has stratigraphic equiva-
lents to the sediments hosting the recent Osino gold discovery 
at Twin Hills have been identified but not yet sampled. 

Namibia Critical Metals also has Epembe Tantalum-Niobium 
Project at an advanced stage with a well-defined, 10 km long 
carbonatite dyke that has been delineated by detailed mapping 
with over 11,000 meters of drilling. 

The company flagship project is Kunene Cobalt-Copper Proj-
ect, which comprises of a very large area of favorable stratigra-
phy (the DOF) along strike to the west of the Opuwo Co-Cu-Zn 
deposit. 

A
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INDUSTRY TRENDS & TECHNOLOGIES

DS GeoRadar, Worldsensing launch unique 
monitoring package

 wo of the leading players in 
 monitoring technology, 
 Worldsensing and IDS GeoRa-
dar have cooperated to launch the most 
comprehensive mine safety monitoring 
system.

The integrated system will be the first in 
the world to offer surface, sub-surface 
and geospatial monitoring in a single 
package, greatly simplifying contracting 
and deployment.

In addition, the package is an indus-
try-first comprehensive monitoring solu-
tion covering surface, sub-surface and 
geospatial monitoring

It will exploit the capabilities of World-
sensing’s Loadsensing IoT-based wire-

T

less monitoring system to reduce the 
cost and delay associated with traditional 
wired or manually read sensor networks.

The joint solution will simplify data man-
agement using HxGN GeoMonitoring Hub 
integrated visualisation and analysis plat-
form, delivered through IDS GeoRadar. 

Mining companies, thanks to the integra-
tion of Worldsensing and IDS GeoRadar 
technologies, will have for the first time a 
single interface to a monitoring system, 
which now includes a wide range of wire-
lessly connected geotechnical and envi-
ronmental sensors in addition to radar, 
total stations, GNSS and satellite InSAR.

“As leaders in the IoT remote monitoring 
space, Worldsensing invests in making 
Loadsensing technology compatible not 

only with various sensors but also with 
third-party software, such as HxGN Geo-
Monitoring Hub by IDS GeoRadar,” said 
Bernat Trias, Worldsensing’s director of 
products.

Alberto Bicci, IDS GeoRadar president 
said IDS GeoRadar is committed to help-
ing customers put their data to work.

“We are delighted to present this software 
knowing that it will positively influence the 
mining world for years to come.”

Loadsensing is the leading wireless mon-
itoring system by IoT pioneer World-
sensing and IDS GeoRadar is a Hexagon 
company that provides products and 
solutions, based on radar technology, for 
mining, civil engineering and monitoring 
applications. 
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Orica launches underground blast design 
software
 rica, the world’s largest manu-
 facturer of commercial explo-
 sives and innovative blasting 
systems, recently announced the release 
of its new blast design and modelling 
software for underground mining applica-
tions, SHOTPlus™ Underground.
 
Since its original launch, SHOTPlus™ has 
grown to be the mining industry’s leading 
drill and blast software solution around 
the world. 

The latest software comes after suc-
cessful trials by Orica’s technical ser-
vices teams, the new SHOTPlus™ Un-
derground blast design and modelling 
software is designed specifically for ad-
vanced underground blast design and 
complex blasting scenarios.
 
 “The latest SHOTPlus Underground has 
been fully re-written and is now the pre-
mier blast design package for the under-
ground mining sector,” said Orica Global 
Digital Products Senior Manager, Angelo 
Labriola.“Designing, analysing and visu-
alising in 3D has never been easier, ring 
to ring and hole to hole interactions and 
overall blast dynamics are at your finger-
tips, allowing users to optimise and maxi-
mise output, benefit and results.”
 
Underground production blasting typically 
requires geometrically complex ring pat-
terns. Optimising the explosives loading 
and initiation design and producing clear 
instructions to blasting crews requires a 
specialised software solution.
 
SHOTPlus™ Underground is designed to 
meet the discrete needs of underground 
mining applications, delivering an im-
proved interactive 3D environment and 
enhanced visualisation as well as Quality 
Assurance/Quality Control (QA/QC) tools 
to allow engineers to identify the most ef-
ficient blast design to ensure the required 
outcome. 

The new set of features and tools also al-
lows for easy adjustment of blast designs 
and rapid comparison of different scenar-
ios.
 
“The ability to seamlessly adjust, visualise 
and optimise underground blast loading 
designs and timing allows users to effi-
ciently design blasts, irrespective of com-
plexity. 

O “It also enables the necessary analysis 
to optimise the performance of blast de-
signs with Orica’s electronic initiation sys-
tems, dramatically cutting down the time 
required to produce loading and timing in-
structions for blast crews.” Labriola said.
 
Direct integration with Orica’s electronic 
initiation systems ensures that the blast 
design process flows seamlessly, with 
Orica’s product suite, delivering enhanced 
accuracy and efficiency whilst ensuring 
the integrity and safety of the process.
 

LOGISTICS EXPERT FOR  
YOUR MINING BUSINESS.    

DACHSER South Africa (Pty) Ltd. • Regional Office South Africa
9 Sim Road • 1619 Kempton Park
Phone: +27 11 396 1113 • Fax: +27 86 697 9885 
dachser.southafrica-asl@dachser.com                                                                                               www.dachser.co.za

Take advantage of tailor-made logistics solutions for your mining business: DACHSER 
optimizes your supply chain by integrating all import, export and warehouse activities 
with seamless services to the Americas, Africa, Asia and Europe.

 n Global air and sea freight network
 n One of the leading global road transport networks
 n Dedicated specialists and processes for the mining sector
 n Versatile warehousing solutions
 n Spare part logistics
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Valco Pumps and Valves

     e have moved from our 
     previous facility to our new 
     factory, the move of our 
machines was a great success. The up-
grade to a larger and more modernized 
facility with several new automated and 
technically advanced machines will en-
sure improved deliveries and increase in 
capacity.

As the VAG Group, based in Germany, 
we are excited about our investment into 
South Africa and the production facili-
ty, which will result in eight times higher 
manufacturing capacity, much sorter de-
livery times and improved quality, through 
mechanization and automation.

Product research and development is on-
going and Klamflex was the first manu-
facturer in SA to launch the new “Gripper” 
range of products designed for HDPE 
pipe which is being used more frequent-
ly in main water line applications. Further 
new product launches are planned for the 
near future which will assist in the joining 
of pipes made from various materials.

VAG - Klamflex is an ISO 9001:2015 list-
ed manufacturer and Klamflex is also 
the only South African manufacturer that 
manufactures in accordance with interna-
tional standards and has been accredited 
with international product approvals and 
certification making our products suitable 
for potable water. 

W
Valco has been associated with VAG and 
Klamflex since Valco was founded in 1981 
and has built up a strong relationship with 
these key suppliers to support our exten-
sive customer base in Namibia.

VAG VALVES KLAMFLEX

Ranger Adaptor

• Straight pipe to flanged equipment
• Join pipes and drilling tables which are 
in range 
• Max working pressure 16bar
• Pipe NB 50-600mm

Ranger Coupling

• Straight pipe to straight pipe
• Join pipes which are in range
• Join different OD pipes
• Acts as Step Coupling
• Max working pressure 16bar 
• Pipe NB 50-600mm

Gripper Adaptor

• Designed to resist end pull-out on PE 
and PVC pipes
• It is the fastening action of the 

Gripper Ring that secures the Coupling 
onto the pipe resisting end pull-out 

• Max working pressure 16bar
• Pipe NB 50-300mm 

Gripper Coupling

• Designed to resist end pull-out on PE 
and PVC pipes
• It is the fastening action of the Gripper 
Ring that secures the Coupling onto the 
pipe resisting end pull-out 
• Max working pressure 16bar
• Pipe NB 50-300mm 

Dedicated Adaptor 

• Straight pipe to flanged equipment
• Working pressure 16bar
• Pipe NB 50-2000mm
• For pressures over 16 bar and sizes 
over 2000mm please contact Klamflex

Dedicated Coupling

• Straight pipe to straight pipe
• Join pipes only with same OD
• Working pressure 16bar
• Pipe NB 50-2000mm
• For pressures over 16 bar and sizes 
over 2000mm please contact Klamflex

Dismantling Joint

• Composite fitting featuring a telescopic 
action designed to provide longitudinal 
adjustment between a flanged pipe and 
flanged equipment 
• Working pressure 16bar
• Pipe NB 50-2000mm
• For pressures over 16 bar and sizes 
over 2000mm please contact Klamflex
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DESIGN, MANUFACTURING & RECONDITIONING 
OF ALL TYPES OF HYDRAULIC & PNEUMATIC COMPONENTS, 

CYLINDERS, SUSPENSIONS, AND WHEEL STATIONS OF ALL SIZES.

For any inquiries, please call or email us:

SWAKOPMUND
+264 64 46 3355  |   reception@cthydraulics.com.na
C/O Edison And Einstein Street, Industrial Ext 10

WINDHOEK
+ 264 61 261 327  |   reception@cthydraulics.com.na
 Etienne Rosseau Str, Northern Industrial
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Step Ranger Coupling

• Straight pipe to straight pipe
• Join pipes which are in range
• Join different OD pipes
• Step Coupling
• Max working pressure 16bar
• Pipe NB 50-250mm

Together we have supplied VAG and 
Klamflex products for many key water in-
frastructure projects in Namibia. Such as:

Von Bach – Windhoek Transfer Pipeline 
Pump Station and Windhoek Terminal 
Reservoir

Valco Pumps & Valves cc

Simmentaler Street, 1 Northern Industrial Area, Windhoek, Namibia
Tel: +264 61 261 199    |  Fax: +261 61 263 114  |  Email: sales@valcosales.net
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OF ALL TYPES OF HYDRAULIC & PNEUMATIC COMPONENTS, 

CYLINDERS, SUSPENSIONS, AND WHEEL STATIONS OF ALL SIZES.

For any inquiries, please call or email us:

SWAKOPMUND
+264 64 46 3355  |   reception@cthydraulics.com.na
C/O Edison And Einstein Street, Industrial Ext 10

WINDHOEK
+ 264 61 261 327  |   reception@cthydraulics.com.na
 Etienne Rosseau Str, Northern Industrial

0

5

25

75

95

100

© Arnold’s Designs, 2020  (Jan-March CT Hydraulics)

Wednesday, 08 January 2020 17:18:17



RMB. Solutionist Thinking.

RMB is a division of FNB Namibia Limited. Corporate and Investment Banking

13568/FM

RESOURCEFUL
PARTNERSHIP.
THE KEY TO UNLOCKING NAMIBIA’S MINING SECTOR.

RMB is committed to exploring each and every opportunity within Namibia’s 
mining life cycle. From conceptual greenfi elds thinking, to being the thought 
leaders in localised ownership and Economic Empowerment transactions, from 
risk management to mine development and rehabilitation. Solutionist Thinking 
is our most valuable resource and enables us to explore innovative local solves 
within ever-changing global challenges.

Search Solutionist Thinking


