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 he country’s extractive industry
 has opened the year on new
 dimensions, indicating more hope 
for the industry.

With the several letters of intent being signed 
for the uranium prospects, the mining sector 
should indeed have a celebrated year.

In this edition we report on Erongo uranium 
properties attracting investors plus the Röss-
ing North Uranium project attracting Mad-
ison Metals. In Erongo, Monterey Minerals 

uranium mineralization areas have been iden-
tified.

With so much uranium potential in the coun-
try, the year should make significant develop-
ments for the sector, authorities and all the 
stakeholders should work towards realization 
of more returns from uranium.

More investors with real deep pockets should 
be attracted into the sector, for the econo-
my to build a vibrant uranium sector whose 
benefits should spill into different sectors 
like transport, agriculture, manufacturing and 
many others.

It will take more commitment to realise re-
turns from uranium but the benefits will shore 
up the country’s economy and status.

Please remember to share with us your 
comments, opinions and letters to the ed-
itor.

Enjoy your reading!

 

EDITORIAL COMMENT

Uranium the next economic 
mainstay

Andrew Maramwidze (Editor)

will acquire an 85 percent interest in seven 
prospecting licences under the Estate Urani-
um Properties. These developments should 
be jealously guided and allowed to reach full 
fruition.

The proper execution of the deals has the 
potential to open many other sustainable 
ventures to support our economy, fight pov-
erty and create more employment. Therefore 
authorities should create the most appropri-
ate environment to support the investors our 
mineral resources have attracted.

Proactive decisions and policies should be 
put in place to support the uranium industry, 
since it is evident that the country has multi-
ple reserves and discoveries of uranium.The 
Erongo properties are close to some of the 
major existing mines which include the Hus-
ab Mine, the Rössing Mine, the Langer Hein-
rich Mine as well as the Etango and Marencia 
deposits.

On the other hand, Rössing North Uranium 
Project also in the Erongo province is anoth-
er wide exploration property where 11 new 

T
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Aukam leads mining industry with latest tech

Gratomic Inc. has initiated manufacturing on the 
Air Classification units for its Aukam Graphite 
Project processing plant.

“Air Classification is one of the many things that 
surfaced from the out-of-the-box thinking mental-
ity of our team, and will help set us apart from 
the pack in the graphite community,” said Ar-
mando Farhate, Chief Operations Officer and 
Head of Graphite Marketing and Sales. According 
to the company, the manufacturing process will 
take place in parallel with the wet commissioning 
phase of the crushing and flotation circuits.

“We consider that this Air Classification technol-
ogy will revolutionize Gratomic’s approach in fur-
ther industrializing assets around the world in an 
environmentally friendly manner,” said Arno Brand 
Chief Executive Officer and President. Air Classi-
fication is a unique feature of the Aukam process-
ing plant and a first for the mining industry.

The system has two main objectives: first, at the 
front end of the mill to separate out waste materi-
al and remove any free flowing material (ready for 
market material); and second, at the finishing end 
of the mill to raise the purity of the graphite to the 
industry standard for anode material.

New CFO appointed at Bannerman

Bannerman Energy has appointed Steve Herlihy 
as the new Chief Financial Officer and Company 
Secretary. Herlihy’s appointment comes as Ban-
nerman progress through the final evaluation and 
advancement stages for its Etango-8 Uranium 
Project. 

“Steve is an executive of proven calibre and ex-
tensive experience who adds further strategic, 
financing and transactional depth to the Banner-
man team,” said Brandon Munro, Bannerman’s 
Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer. 
Herlihy replaces Rob Orr, who has served as Chief 
Financial Officer and Company Secretary for the 
past two years. 

Okanjande graphite deposit sale ongoing

Northern Graphite Corporation is conducting  a 
private placement aligned to the company’s ac-
quisition of the producing Lac des Iles graphite 
mine in Quebec and the Okanjande graphite de-
posit/Okorusu processing plant for approximately 
US$40 million . The net proceeds from the private 
placement will be used by the Company to par-
tially fund the purchase price for the transaction. 

NEWS BRIEFS

Ongoing Tumas EIA on track

Deep Yellow said the company continues to work with its expert ad-
visers and sub-consultants on the tasks required to complete Tumas 
project’s Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA).  The company has 
highlighted that details of the project were refined by the project team 
and additional information was provided for the EIA and for development 
of management and mitigation measures.

In addition, the company highlighted that all baseline studies have been 
completed and the impact assessments and management plans for all 
required disciplines are well underway. 

“The draft impact assessment reports for flora, fauna, noise, air quality, 
radiation, archaeology and socio- economic were received during the 
reporting period. 

“In support of the EIA, seven shallow and two deeper additional water 
monitoring bores were drilled to investigate possible shallow ground wa-
ter levels,” said the company in its project update.

Trigon tailing facility require more land

Trigon Metals Inc. has entered into a lease agreement with Kombat Vil-
lage Properties for the lease of land in and around the Kombat Mine 
area. The company requires the use of land around the Kombat Mine for 
the continued development of its open pit mining operations, including 
the establishment of the mine’s tailings facility. 

“Following our exploration success in and around the open pit, con-
trolling the land we need to grow is an important step. We see the town 
of Kombat, Kombat Village Properties and Knowledge Katti as important 
stakeholders in our efforts and this agreement helps to align our inter-
ests going forward. 

“Tangible progress is being made on a daily basis at site, and plant com-
missioning remains on track for later this month,” said Jed Richardson, 
President and Chief Executive Officer of Trigon.
Trigon’s construction of the tailings facility began in September 2021.

Uranium prospecting irks farmers

Farmers in the Leonardville area of Omaheke region have vowed to put 
a stop to uranium exploration by Russian entity Headspring Investment.

Their main concern is the potential pollution with radioactive minerals 
of the underground water resource that covers the Stampriet Artesian 
Basin (SAB) aquifer, the largest artesian basin in the country, which cov-
ers 60 000 square kilometres in south-east Namibia, and expands into 
neighbouring Botswana and South Africa.

It is not just the Russian company that has uranium exploration licences 
for the area.

The entire SAB area is covered with exclusive prospecting licences 
(EPLs) that stretches over 690 000 hectares and more than 170 farms 
for two high-quality uranium ore bodies. The current environmental and 
social impact assessment (ESIA) of Headspring’s Project Wings is but a 
tiny pilot test to see how to mine the ore bodies
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 anadian miner Monterey 
 Minerals Inc. has signed a 
  letter of intent (LOI) to purchase 
a uranium exploration land package con-
sisting of seven properties from a group of 
private prospectors in Erongo province.

The company will acquire an 85 percent 
interest in seven prospecting licenses un-
der the Estate Uranium Properties total-
ling93,514 hectares located in the Erongo 
Province, making it the first significant  
foreign direct investment (FDI) in the min-
ing industry for 2022.

According to the company, the properties 
are proximal to significant uranium assets 
such as the Husab Mine, the Rössing 
Mine, the Langer Heinrich Mine as well as 
the Etango and Marencia deposits. 

One of the Estate Uranium Properties, 
consisting of 4,690 hectares, is located 
between Forsys Metal Corp.’s (FSY) Va-
lencia and Namibplaas uranium deposits, 
known as the Norasa Project.

“We are excited to complete due diligence 
and move this proposed transaction for-
ward given the proximity to a number of 
well-known uranium projects in the world’s 
4th ranked uranium producing country. 

“As is custom in Namibia, we welcome the 

C 

opportunity to explore with our 15 percent 
Namibian partners,” said Monterey Pres-
ident and Chief Executive Officer, Jason 
Bagg.

Monterey will pay US$175,000 cash and 
8,000,000 common shares for the acquisi-
tion of the Estate Uranium Properties.

The Company owns the Cobalt Moun-
tain poly-metallic project near the town of 
Smithers in British Columbia. The Compa-
ny also has an option to purchase a 100% 
interest in 35 mineral claims in Ontario.

Erongo uranium properties attract FDI
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 rigon Metals recently 
 produced its first copper 
 concentrates at the Kom-
bat Mine, running ore through the 
full production process. According to 
the company, the concentrate pro-
duced exceeded the expectations 
of management, demonstrating that 
the combination of new equipment 
from Xinhai and refurbished equip-
ment from the historic operation are 
operating well. The company further 
said feed material for this initial pro-
duction was sub optimal lower grade 
ore, while grind size, residence times 
and reagent use are being optimized, 
but satisfactory copper grades were 
achieved approaching 20 percent 
copper and over 600 g/t silver, well 
ahead of expectation at the stage of 
start-up. 

“This first production is a tremendous 
milestone for the company, the Kom-
bat community and our shareholders. 
Successful concentration of copper 
represents a major de-risking of the 
mine,” said Jed Richardson, President 
and Chief Executive Officer of Trigon.

He emphasized that a functioning mill 
is the primary technical hurdle in a 
mine’s operation, citing that the hurdle 
has been overcome at Kombat. 

“I cannot overstate how proud I am 
of our team in reaching this goal; 
battling through shipping challenges, 
COVID-19 and working through the 
Christmas holidays,” said Richardson.
Meanwhile production continues, 
building up to first concentrate ship-
ments toward the end of January 
2022.Trigon Metals has also highlight-
ed that a declaration of full commer-
cial production is forecast for March 
2022, as the mine production ramps 
up and systems are optimized.

The Kombat project comprise of three 
mining licences, which produced ap-
proximately 12.46 million tonnes of 
Copper between 1962 and 2008, at a 
grade of 2.62 percent.  And the other 
two mining licences are within close 
proximity to Kombat at Gross Otavi 
and Harasib, which are believed to be 
highly prospective for lead and zinc. 
In addition, the Company also holds 
an interest in two exclusive prospect-
ing licences, which represent a poten-
tial strike extension of Kombat.

T 

Kombat Mine produce first copper 
concentrates
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 he 2022 edition of Investing in 
 African Mining Indaba, originally 
 scheduled for February has been 
moved to May 2022.

Organisers of the event said the deci-
sion was made following extensive con-
sultation with partners, key stakeholders 
across the mining value chain and govern-
ment ministers.

“Collectively we decided, due to ongo-
ing challenges caused by the coronavi-
rus pandemic, that a postponement was 
the most practical solution and provides 
the highest chance of holding a physical, 
in-person event in 2022 so the industry 
can reconnect once again,” said the or-

T ganisers in a communique.
In addition, the organisers expressed that 
they are still committed to running the 
event in South Africa and are grateful for 
the support of our Advisory Board, part-
ners and key stakeholders.

“The Mining Indaba has been a significant 
platform in Africa’s mining industry for 
over 27 years – bringing together unique 
voices and perspectives.

“We look forward to being back at the 
Indaba in-person in May 2022, where we 
will continue to interact and learn from our 
peers, host governments and investors 
who are at the heart of Africa’s mining in-
dustry,” said Nevashnee Naicker, Head of 

Corporate Communications, Anglo Amer-
ican.

Meanwhile Roger Baxter, Chief Executive 
Officer, Minerals Council South Africa said 
the next gathering promises to be a piv-
otal event to reset the dialogue around 
opportunities and challenges in Africa’s 
mining industry.

“We look forward to welcoming the indus-
try back to Cape Town and driving further 
growth for our industry,” said Baxter.

The mining jamboree will run under the 
theme: ‘Evolution of African Mining: In-
vesting in the Energy Transition, ESG and 
Economies.’

Mining Indaba moved to May 2022
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 anadian gold miner Osino Resources has signed a
 $15.2m deal to acquire the Ondundu gold exploration
 property from B2Gold.

According to terms of the deal, Osino will purchase all of the 
issued and outstanding shares of Razorback Gold Mining Com-
pany, which owns the Ondundu project.

Osino will pay $3.85m and issue $5m in common shares of Osino 
to B2Gold upon the closing of the deal.

B2Gold will receive a further $3.85m on the first business day 
after the six-month anniversary of the closing of the transaction.

In addition, Osino will make a final payment of $2.5m to B2Gold 
upon the completion of a project feasibility study and first pro-
duction from the licence area.

Authorities at Osino said the transaction awaits Namibian regu-
latory approvals.

C “We believe this is a highly accretive transaction for Osino, which 
provides significant additional scale, diversification and consol-
idation of Osino’s Namibian projects,” said Osino President and 
Chief Executive Officer, Heye Daun said.

Daun said the company plans to build on the excellent explora-
tion and resource development work which B2Gold completed 
over the last six years and advance the project to a compliant 
resource stage.

“Based on the project’s historical exploration and analysis, we 
believe the Ondundu Gold Project has the type of mineralisa-
tion with potential to host a significant open-pit gold resource 
possibly in the order of more than 1Moz of contained gold with 
the possibility for co-development with Osino’s Twin Hills Gold 
Project.”

Upon completion of the deal, B2Gold will become a strategic 
shareholder of Osino.

Osino to acquire gold project from B2Gold
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 ratomic developers of Aukam 
 graphite project have recently 
 announced that progress is on 
track on construction works at the mine.

The announcement was made on the 
backdrop of commissioning several key 
pieces of equipment in preparation for the 
final commissioning stage of the grinding, 
flotation, and drying circuits. 

According to the company, the product 
thickener assembly has been completed, 
including the lining of the tank inner walls 
with antiabrasive coating. And the com-
missioning of this equipment consists of 
operating the rake, to ensure that the turn-
ing movement is clear and responsive to 
the speed controls.

“Our Aukam construction team has 
demonstrated resilience in the face of 
adversity. Even during the holiday period, 
they never stopped finding ways to push 

C our project forward and keep us ahead of 
the game,” said Armando Farhate, Chief 
Operations Officer and Head of Graphite 
Marketing and Sales.

Sharing the same sentiments Arno Brand 
Chief Executive Officer and President said 
the company has established a pattern of 
creative approaches to mining and explo-
ration. 

“Over the past 18 months, our team in Na-
mibia has continued to make great strides 
towards project completion. Their excep-
tional effort has kept us on track through-
out the construction and commissioning 
phases,” said Brand.

Meanwhile the vibrating feeder has been 
installed and is ready for calibration, 
feeding into Cleat Conveyor number five, 
which will feed the recently installed and 
operational feed bin to the rod mill. 

Project completion progress well for Aukam 
graphite

This ensures that the belt is properly as-
sembled and moving without interference 
and responsive to the controls. Belt Con-
veyor number six and its vibrating plate, 
which runs from the feedbin to the feed 
hopper of the rod mill, is ready for testing, 
said the company.

“The material from the historical stock-
piles is in the process of being relocated 
to the feed pad next to the grizzly, which 
separates the smaller lumps of graphite 
from the larger lumps, in preparation for 
the next stage of wet commissioning. In 
this process, material will be fed through 
the inlet into the first section of the circuit 
and run through the entire circuit from the 
beginning to the end of the system.”

The Aukam Graphite project is located 
close to the port city of Luderitz and hosts 
five underground adits which were mined 
periodically between 1940 and 1974.
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 revali Mining Corporation’s efforts to 
 securing project financing for Rosh Pinah’s 
 expansion project dubbed RP2.0 is on 
track, the company has announced.

Ricus Grimbeek, President and Chief Executive Of-
ficer of Trevali, said progress has been made toward 
securing financing for the RP2.0 project and a new 
corporate facility. 

“The level of interest we have seen along with Glen-
core’s continued support affirms our belief in the 
high-quality nature of the project. 

“Endeavour Financial is assisting us in the financ-
ing process and we are excited to kick-off the early 
works program. We will continue to provide updates 
on the financing of RP2.0 and project progress as 
milestones are achieved,” said Grimbeek.

Trevali appointed Endeavour Financial in September 
2021 to advise the Company on the formation of a 
lending syndicate, coordinate lender due diligence 
and negotiate financing documentation with the ob-
jective of providing a competitive non-equity financ-
ing solution for RP2.0 and refinancing the existing 
Corporate Revolving Credit Facility. 

Trevali is considering several opportunities for the 
financing package, including project finance debt, 
subordinated debt and a silver stream on Rosh 
Pinah’s silver production.

In addition, the Company has received non-binding 
expressions of interest from several capital provid-
ers about participating in the financing process, in-
cluding commercial banks, streaming and royalty 
companies, and mining focused alternative lenders, 
as well as from Rosh Pinah’s concentrate offtaker, 
Glencore.

Glencore has indicated its support for the project by 
proposing an aggregate $33 million financing pack-
age, which may include an extension to the existing 
Glencore Facility of $13 million, subordinated to tra-
ditional project finance debt and contingent on the 
remainder of the required financing package being 
secured as well as negotiation of satisfactory terms 
and conditions.

In parallel with its project financing initiatives, Trevali 
continues to advance certain aspects of RP2.0 in or-
der to maintain the project schedule and mitigate the 
risks associated with the project as outlined in the 
Feasibility Study. 

The early works program, which has a capital bud-
get of $20 million is expected to be financed from 
internal cash flows and consists of procurement of 
mobile equipment, power supply system upgrade, 
paste backfill plant long lead item procurement, por-
tal construction and decline development and pro-
cess plant detailed engineering.

T 
Rosh Pinah expansion funds search on track
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 anadian miner Madison Metals
  Inc. has entered into a binding 
 letter of intent (LOI) with Giraffe 
Energy Investments Close Corporation 
and Otjiwa Mining and Prospecting Close 
Corporation to contemplate the acquisi-
tion of 85 percent interest in three sep-
arate concessions named the Rössing 
North Uranium Project. 

The project is located in the Erongo 
Province, Namibia Africa, which hosts 
renowned uranium deposits such as the 
Rössing Mine, Husab, Valencia, Etango 
and the Langer Heinrich Mine.

The Rössing North Uranium Project col-
lectively consisting of 38,391 hectares 
is located directly adjacent to one of the 

C world’s longest running and largest open 
pit uranium mines, the Rössing Uranium 
Mine. 

In addition, the area currently hosts ex-
cellent infrastructure developed on and 
around the site. 

The previous owners conducted limited 
exploration including a reverse circulation 
drill program which produced a JORC 
complaint report prepared by SRK Con-
sulting (UK) Limited (SRK) in November 
2015. 

Madison is enthusiastic about the prop-
erty as SRK has determined the uranium 
mineralization is open along strike, at 
depth and contained within well-defined 

uranium bearing alaskite beds. 

SRK also recommended the undertaking 
of further exploration with a view to deter-
mining both extensions to the two larger 
areas of mineralization already discovered 
and other areas of the property not yet 
drilled.

Property wide exploration has also identi-
fied 11 new uranium mineralization areas 
throughout the property that warrant fur-
ther evaluation by Madison in the future.

Madison will pay US$150,000 cash and 
issue 1,600,000 common shares while 
consideration shares will be subject to a 
hold period expiring four months and one 
day after the closing date.

Rössing North Uranium project attracts 
Madison Metals 

GENERAL NEWS
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 n integrated policy framework 
 built around the energy transition
 could bring a wave of new sus-
tainable energy investment to Africa, 
growing the region’s economy by 6.4 per 
cent by 2050, this is according to results 
of an analysis published today by the In-
ternational Renewable Energy Agency 
(IRENA) in collaboration with the African 
Development Bank (AfDB) revealed.

The report, ‘Renewable Energy Market 
Analysis: Africa and Its Regions’, shows 
that Africa is prospering significantly from 
development enabled by renewables, 
while greatly improving energy access 
and offering profound welfare and envi-
ronmental benefits to people across the 
continent.

Its vision for an energy transition in Afri-
ca aligned with global climate ambition 
shows the continent generating 26 million 
more economy-wide jobs by 2050 than 
is anticipated under a business as usual 
scenario plans. Jobs created through the 
energy transition in Africa would outstrip 
fossil fuel related job losses by a factor of 
four, presenting a significant net gain to 
regional economies. Around two million 
people currently work in the fossil fuel in-
dustry in Africa.

“Africa’s governments and people are too 
often asked to rely on unsustainable fos-
sil fuels to power their development when 
renewable energy and energy efficiency 
solutions offer economically attractive and 
socially beneficial alternatives,” said Fran-
cesco La Camera. 

“The transition offers a unique opportu-
nity for Africa to meet its development 
imperatives. Through tailored policy pack-
ages, African countries can harness their 
strengths and resources to overcome 
long-established structural dependen-
cies.”

“Africa is endowed with abundant renew-
able energy sources, upon which it can 
sustainably base its ambitious socio-eco-
nomic development.  However, this re-
quires strong political commitment, a just 
and equitable energy transition frame-
work, and massive investments. 

“The African Development Bank is com-
mitted to supporting the continent’s en-
ergy transition, by facilitating increased 
private sector investments through its 
expanding range of green finance instru-

A ments, including the Sustainable Energy 
Fund for Africa,” said Dr. Kevin Kariuki, 
African Development Bank, Vice Presi-
dent for Power, Energy, Climate & Green 
Growth.

Coal, natural gas and oil together ac-
count for about 70 per cent of Africa’s 
total electricity generation today and con-
ventional power attracts far more funding 
than renewables in Africa, owing to an 
established process that favours less cap-
ital-intensive thermal generation, the re-
port notes. Energy transition finance must 
become more readily accessible. Coordi-
nated efforts should be made to ensure 
public spending – the dominant source of 
energy transition finance in Africa – clearly 
prioritises renewables.

Of the $2.8 trillion invested in renewables 
globally between 2000 and 2020, only 
two per cent went to Africa, despite the 
continent’s enormous renewable energy 

potential and its need to bring modern en-
ergy to billions of citizens still lacking ac-
cess. While the rate of access to energy in 
Sub-Saharan Africa rose from 33 per cent 
to 46 per cent over the last decade, rapid 
population growth meant 570 million peo-
ple still lacked electricity access in 2019 
– 20 million more than 10 years ago. About 
160 million more people lacked access to 
clean cooking over the same period.

“Enabling African countries, which have 
contributed little to historic greenhouse 
gas emissions, to develop, while recognis-
ing the need to address the climate emer-
gency is imperative,” said Director-Gener-
al La Camera. 

“International cooperation, including 
South-South cooperation, will be key to 
mobilising resources and know-how at 
the scale and speed proportionate to the 
needs of Africa’s economies, its commu-
nities and its people.”

Energy transition central to Africa’s economic 
future

REGIONAL NEWS
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 exagon’s Mining division has 
 announced the completion of a 
 significant safety installation with 
Gold Fields Ghana. Some 35 mine vehi-
cles were equipped with Hexagon’s Op-
erator Alertness System Heavy Vehicle 
(OAS-HV) at the Damang Mine in Ghana’s 
Western Region.

After a successful pilot project completed 
in late 2020-early 2021, full deployment 
of OAS-HV proceeded smoothly despite 
ongoing COVID-19 travel restrictions. The 
recent opening of Hexagon’s Accra office 
and its staff of engineers and project man-
agers ensured full collaboration with Gold 
Fields’ teams, resulting in a high-quality 
project delivered on time and within bud-
get.

The operator alertness system responds 
to the threat posed by fatigue and distrac-
tion, helping operators of heavy and light 
machinery to maintain the level of atten-
tion necessary for long hours and some-
times monotonous tasks. For Gold Fields, 

H OAS-HV is one more way to ensure that 
people working at the busy open-pit mine 
return home safely after every shift.

“Hexagon shares Gold Fields’ vision of 
a safer, more connected mine,” said An-
drew Crose, VP-Autonomous, Hexagon’s 
Mining division. 

“We’re proud to be part of Damang’s push 
for zero harm and appreciate their collab-
oration in such a successful deployment.

“The opening of our Accra office embod-
ies Hexagon’s strategy of being closer to 
the customer, ensuring expert staff are 
in-country to professionally perform onsite 
services.”

Michiel van der Merwe, General Manag-
er, Damang Mine said: “We are always 
exploring new and innovative ways to 
improve safety at our mine. This project 
demonstrates our commitment to lever-
age innovation and technology to achieve 
our zero-harm objective and promote the 

well-being of our people.”
“More than 60 percent of our employees 
are from the host communities,” said Ab-
del-Razak Yakubu, Community Affairs 
Manager, Damang Mine. “Hexagon’s Op-
erator Alertness System is not only ensur-
ing worker safety, but also enhancing our 
reputation as a responsible mining com-
pany that prioritizes the health and safety 
of its employees.” 

“At Gold Fields, safety is our number one 
value, and that is why we continue to in-
vest heavily in safety systems to prevent 
injuries and fatalities, as well as equip-
ment damage,” said Joshua Mortoti, Act-
ing Executive Vice President and Head of 
Gold Fields West Africa.

“The Operator Alertness Safety system 
will augment our existing safety interven-
tions and help us achieve our safety vision 
of our people returning home safe and 
healthy to their families every day.”

Hexagon, Gold Fields complete safety 
project installation
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 outh Africa-based vibrating
 screen and feeder specialist
 Kwatani will soon add another 
installation to its extensive footprint in the 
Northern Cape, this time for a greenfields 
expansion of a new customer in the iron 
ore mining segment.

“We have over 1,000 screens, grizzlies and 
feeders in this important mining region, 
giving us a market share of about 95 per-
cent of heavy-duty screening applications 
there,” said Jan Schoepflin, Kwatani’s 
general manager: sales and service. 

“With our well-established branch in 
Kathu, we are also able to assure our new 
customer of quick and highly competent 
service levels.”

The ore characteristics of iron ore de-
mands mechanically robust screening 
equipment and Kwatani has built a name 
for itself in these applications, accord-
ing to metallurgist Frengelina Mabotja, 
Kwatani’s head of sales for SADC. “Our 
equipment is engineered for tonnage and 
continuous throughput, without compro-
mising efficiencies.”

Kwatani’s scope of work on the 700 tonne-
per-hour dry processing plant includes 
a1,5 metre wide grizzly screen to remove 
fines from the run-of-mine material before 
it reports to secondary crushing and a 1.5 

S metre single deck scalping screen. 
The company will also install two 2,4 me-
tre wide, double-deck sizing screens to 
separate material after secondary crush-
ing, and five feeders to draw material from 
bins and stockpiles onto conveyor belts 
for feeding onto the downstream process.

“Our niche expertise allowed us to once 
again offer high performance sizing 
screens customised for this unique dry 
sizing application and optimise material 
separation by achieving the required cut 
size for the customer’s desired product 
size,” says Mabotja. 

“Our solution optimises the material sep-
aration while maximising efficiency and 
ensuring mechanical reliability for contin-
uous and economical production.”

She highlights the depth of in-house expe-
rience – from both a metallurgical and me-
chanical approach– which allows Kwatani 
to assist the decision-making of custom-
ers on equipment choice and specifica-
tions. With 47 years in the vibrating screen 
and feeder business, the company can 
bring its myriad lessons in the field to bear 
on each project. 

“Through the work of our design team, 
supported by our manufacturing and test-
ing facilities, we have ensured that the 
solution will be fit for purpose and reli-

able,” she says. “The customer was also 
able to visit our 17,000 square metre local 
manufacturing operation in Kempton Park 
regularly to see how we work, to check on 
fabrication progress and to witness the 
testing process.”

This level of engagement with customers 
builds their confidence in Kwatani’s abil-
ity, as they can experience first-hand the 
systematic, quality-controlled approach 
to design and manufacturing. The com-
pany’s extensive facility is ISO 9001:2015 
certified. 

The equipment was completed on a tight 
deadline of 8 to 12 weeks, for delivery by 
year-end in line with the customer’s time-
frame. 

“Our fully-equipped branch in the North-
ern Cape, staffed by specialists with de-
cades of mining experience, will oversee 
the installation and commissioning of the 
equipment,” says Mabotja. “Our team will 
also schedule regular site visits to moni-
tor on the equipment’s performance and 
condition, and advise on maintenance re-
quirements.”

To underpin the reliable operation of all 
equipment supplied, Kwatani will also 
provide training for the customer’s mainte-
nance personnel in the basic maintenance 
routines required. 

New iron ore mine added to Kwatani’s Northern 
Cape footprint



 16                                                                                                                                                                                                               www.namibianminingnews.com Namibian Mining Review | January - February 2022

1 7  Y E A R S
EXPERIENCE IN 
SAVING LIVES 

www.emedrescue.com

winnie.koopman@emedrescue.com
+264 61 411 600 

(Office number)

9 2 4 

Emed Rescue 24 
A leader in 

Mining Safety

EMED SPECIALISES IN 
MINING OPERATIONS

EMERGENCY 
MEDICAL 
EVACUATION

ON SITE 
MEDICAL 
CLINICS

QUALIFIED
REMOTE-SITE 
MEDICS  

INDUSTRY TRENDS & TECHNOLOGIES

 obold differential pressure transmitter models PAD & PAS is
 now on offer at Instrotech. According to the manufacturer, 
 the microprocessor-based, high-performance transmitters have 
flexible pressure calibration and output, with automatic compensation of 
ambient temperature and process variable configurations of multiple pa-
rameters and HART® protocol communication. 

Applications are varied and include media like steam, gases, liquids and 
other critical media.  Pressure, flow and level measurement are done by 
the application. The input of all data for sensors is added, modified and 
stored in EEPROM. 

As an option, the Kobold PAD-F is also available as a flow meter with a 
totalizing function in the PAD transmitter, and so it can check the flow 
rate and totalizing flow. 

The flow rate is measured by using differential pressure without compen-
sation of temperature and static pressure. And the body of PAD-F is the 
same as the standard device, except for the terminal block which has 
two more pulse out-put terminals. 

Kobold’s PAD & PAS transmitters have excellent reference accuracy 
thanks to the high-performance processors for flexible application in ab-
solute and differential pressure measurements. In addition, these models 
achieve excellent long-term stability with capacitive or piezo-resistive 
sensors.

K

Kobold’s PAD & PAS 
transmitters now on offer
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 piroc has partnered with ASI
 Mining LLC to introduce Mobius 
 for Drills, a new platform to con-
vert data into useful, actionable informa-
tion. 

According to the companies, the Mobius 
for Drills will lead mines toward automa-
tion and connectivity.

“We think of it as a tool to directly support 
making quick and effective interrelated 
decisions. Mines can get greater produc-
tivity and economies of scale as a single 
operator controls multiple remote and 
autonomous vehicles. Mobius for Drills 
is designed to tie the whole value chain 
together,” said Tyler Berens, Automation 
Director for Surface Mining - Epiroc Sur-
face division.

Mobius for Drills displays data in an easy-
to-use layout to map drill usage, evaluate 
statistics, track consumables, and com-
pare planned outcomes against actual 

E results.   
 
“Mobius for Drills is an ideal manage-
ment tool for smarter decision making. It 
provides access to powerful insights, the 
functionality to take action and monitor 
the impact all in the same application,” 
said Christopher Blignaut, Product Owner 
- Data Solutions, Epiroc Surface division. 
 
By providing a single platform for all stake-
holders within the drilling operation, users 
can quickly navigate the information, filter 
it to their needs and streamline the deci-
sion-making process, day-to-day or over 
time. 
  
An added value to Mobius for Drills is 
its ability to work across fleets with drills 
from multiple manufacturers, condens-
ing all sources of information. Mobius for 
Drills may be used as a Fleet Management 
System or integrate with a mine’s existing 
system. 
 

“Mobius for Drills enhances the engage-
ment of all stakeholders within the drilling 
process. It provides valuable insights at 
each stage of the drilling process through 
a drill plan builder for planning, situational 
awareness for drill controllers, and report-
ing for supervisors. It is a scalable prod-
uct, which accommodates the evolving 
needs of a mine,” said Mahmood Hassan, 
Engineering Project Manager – Automa-
tion, Epiroc Surface division. 
 
Mobius for Drills imports drill plans, moni-
tors drilling, and creates the reports over a 
secure system on-site or remotely. It sup-
ports manual operations, teleoperation, 
semi- and fully-autonomous modes, and 
covers applications from drill and blast 
through autonomous haulage systems.
 
Mobius for Drills is designed to help mines 
improve control of their operations, but in 
a completely new way.

New automated drilling system on offer

 obold’s flowmeter model DOT, 
 perfectly suited to measure the 
 flow of low viscous liquids is now 
available at Instrotech. 

According to the manufacturer, due to the 
tried and tested turbine wheel technology 
and robust stainless steel housing, the de-
vice can operate at pressure levels up to 
250 bar and temperatures of up to 120 °C. 

In addition, it addresses the requirements 
for monitoring or dosing even of difficult 
media such as distilled water, acids, bas-
es, alcohol, additives as well as several 
chemical or pharmaceutical compounds.

With the new flowmeter, a number of indi-
vidual measuring ranges between a mini-
mum 0.11 m³/h and a maximum 550 m³/h 
can be realized. Versions with even larger 
diameter and higher measuring ranges are 
available.

The velocity of turbine wheel is evaluated 
(contactless) by the use of a pick-off coil 
with a magnetic core. 

Model DOT provides precise results. Inde-
pendent of medium conductivity, a lineari-

K ty of ± 0.2 % to ± 0.5 % of reading, and a 
repeatability of ± 0.02 % to ± 0.05 % can 
be achieved under steady flow conditions.

Currently, the model DOT is available as 
threaded or flanged version covering di-
ameters of 15 to 150 mm.

DOT’s significant characteristics:

• Measuring range: 0.11 - 1.1 m3/h ... 270 
- 2 700 m3/h water (higher on request

• Viscosity range: low viscous
• Linearity: ±0.5 % of reading
• Pressure max: 250 bar; Temp max: 
120 °C
•Connection: G ½ ... G 2 male, ½” NPT 
... 2” NPT male, DIN flanges DN 15 ... DN 
300 (larger on request), ANSI flanges ½”... 
12” (larger on request)
• Material: stainless steel, carbon steel 
Output: pulse output, LC display, 4... 20 
mA, batching, totalising

Turbine flowmeter for difficult media now on 
offer
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Facing the challenges of Mine 
Dewatering

 round 280 kilometers north-east 
 outside of Johannesburg lies 
 Mokopane, in the province of 
Limpopo. The area is one of South Afri-
ca’s richest agricultural zones, producing 
wheat, tobacco, cotton, beef, maize, pea-
nuts and citrus. But it is also well-known 
for its rich minerals such as platinum, 
diamonds and granite. In Mokopane, 
you can find the Platreef palladium-plat-
inum-nickel- copper-rhodium-gold mine, 
which is being developed by Ivanplats, 
a South African subsidiary of Canadi-
an mining company Ivanhoe Mines. The 
mine consists of the Flatreef underground 
deposit, which has a strike length of six 
kilometers and hosts platinum-group ele-
ments, nickel, copper and gold resources. 
The deposit predominantly lies within the 
Platreef mineralized sequence at a depth 

A

Dewatering is critical to most mining operations, but every mining site faces a variety of challenges. And yet, the 
whole process is not simply about pumping groundwater: the extraction of it will reduce water entry but can also 
impact groundwater-dependent ecosystems. For an efficient Water Management, Wilo solutions have been chosen 
for dewatering the shafts of the Platreef mine in Mokopane.

of approximately 700 to 1,100 meters be-
low surface.

Water plays a critical role when it comes 
to mining, e.g. for transporting sludge or 
suppressing dust. There is either scarcity 
or the excess of water causing an issue, 
which is why a reliable dewatering plan is 
essential. “Each site’s dewatering require-
ments vary, due to environmental, climat-
ic and geological conditions. Changes in 
weather conditions can have a significant 
effect”, explains Clemens Pretorius, Ac-
count Manager Water Management at 
Wilo South Africa. “The dewatering sys-
tem on site must provide a reliable solu-
tion. And this is, where Wilo came into 
the picture.” Wilo-ACTUN Zetos borehole 
pumps are used to transfer water from the 
shaft bottom which is 1000 meters below 

ground level (b.g.l.), to a pumping station, 
950m b.g.l., then to another pumping sta-
tion, 450m b.g.l., and then finally to the 
surface.

Offering a turnkey solution

At the shaft bottom, 1000 meters down, 
Wilo is using its ACTUN Zetos K8, hor-
izontally mounted in a cooling shroud 
below pontoon. Due to the mining envi-
ronment, a lot of foreign material such as 
bolts, nuts and sediment end up in the 
shaft bottom. By using the pontoon, the 
water is filtered from these substances 
and can enter the pump free from sol-
ids, which will prolong the life cycle im-
mensely. The whole system is operated 
via a direct on-line (DOL) panel, using 
minimum and maximum level sensors to 

The team from Wilo South Africa. (f.l.t.r): Ziyaad Karriem (Project Assistant), Jano Verreynne (Business Developer), Clemens Pretorius 
(Account Manager). Source: Wilo SE
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automatically start and stop. At the 950 
meter mark below the groundwater level, 
water is first delivered from the shaft bot-
tom into a compartment, also known as 
the sediment trap, inside the holding tank. 
This way, the sieved water can overflow 
the tank. It is designed with an outlet to 
clean the sediment trap of any residue. It 
also has so-called overflow, drainage and 
discharge points. The tank is fitted with 
low- & high-level sensors that commu-
nicate with the control panel. From this 
level, water is being transported with Wi-
lo-ACTUN Zetos K10. They are horizon-
tally mounted parallel to the holding tank 
and connected to it via a suction mani-
fold fitted with isolating valves. The pump 
systems are connected in parallel so that 
one pump is always in operation and 
one on standby. Here, the whole system 
is monitored and steered via a variable 
speed (VSD) control panel including the 
minimum and maximum level sensors. 
VSD control panels are used to manage 
ramp-down speed in order to reduce wa-
ter hammer. As soon as the pumps stop, 
the water column in the pipeline flows 
backwards and hits the non-return valves. 
Water hammer can damage the pump 
and motor if not managed correctly. The 
same procedure is used at a level of 450 
metres.

“What made this project exceptional to 
me was, that we could offer a turnkey 
solution and not only ‘sell’ pumps and 
motors but offer a complete system solu-
tion, designed and sized by us. From 
pumps, motors and electrical control to 
gear, tanks, valves etc.”, says Jano Ver-

reynne, Business Developer at Wilo South 
Africa. The system was automated by 
using Schneider Electric Variable Speed 
Drives with low- and high-level sensors to 
stop and start the pumps but also to op-
erate them with their best efficiency. 
The control gear is incorporated into the 
mines programmable logic control (PLC) 
to allow communication with the control 
rooms. This way, the operator can start 
and stop the pumps from this room and 
monitor them. “It was a really interesting 
project and we are more than proud of it. 

The fact that Wilo pulled together exper-
tise from all over the world to support us 
in South Africa and to get the pumps de-
livered on time was an amazing feeling. It 
truly made me feel proud to be part of the 
Wilo team”, states Jano Verreynne. “An-
other highlight of this project was the fact 
that we were contacted in the first week 
of our local Covid-19 lockdown. We man-
aged to get an offer to them, with all the 
challenges of not being able to travel or 
meet in person – the new normal, within 
two weeks from request.”

 One of the holding tanks, which is used on the 950 and 450 metre mark. Source: Wilo SE

Jano Verreynne from Wilo SA during the fabrication and inspection of the holding tank.  
Source: Wilo SE



VKE Infrastructure… Redefining Exceptional

 s a leading Namibian engineer-
 ing consulting firm since 1958, 
 with 44 local personnel, VKE 
has become synonymous with road in-
frastructure development throughout the 
country. The firm has performed feasibility 
studies and designed and supervised the 
construction and rehabilitation of more 
than 2,100 km of rural bitumen-surfaced 
road length collectively. In addition, the 
firm played an immense role in deliver-
ing President Hage Geingob’s Harambee 
Prosperity Plan as the lead consultant on 
the biggest road infrastructure projects in 
the country involving more than 140 km of 
freeway upgrades from Swakopmund to 
Walvis Bay, Windhoek to Okahandja, and 
Windhoek to Hosea Kutako International 
Airport. 

The success of these projects speaks to 
more than VKE’s technical capabilities 
in road design and construction super-
vision, but also displays the firm’s expe-
rience in project management involving 
various inter-disciplinary professional 
team members across several facets in-
cluding all civil engineering, environmen-
tal, sociological, social and economic as-
pects. During the last 52 years, VKE has 

A carried out numerous projects in the line 
of airports, road management systems, 
urban streets, bridges, master planning, 
traffic engineering, drainage, water distri-
bution, sewerage schemes, sports fields, 
structures and geotechnical engineering.

VKE was the consulting engineering firm 
responsible for the design and supervi-
sion of Main Road 118 between Oranje-
mund and Rosh Pinah. The project con-
sisted of the upgrade of 99 km of gravel 
road to a bitumen highway through a 
mining sensitive area along the Orange 
River. The design and supervision team 
overcame several challenges associated 
with construction over rolling mountain-
ous terrain; unknowns related to the fea-
sibility of future diamond mining along the 
river; difficulties in traversing the moving 
sand dune terrain directly to the east of 
Oranjemund; and safety challenges relat-
ed to construction of a road located be-
tween the Orange River and the Jakkals 
Berg Mountains. The project received a 
commendation in the Best International 
Project category at the 2019 CESA Aon 
Engineering Excellence Awards and won 
first prize in the Consulting Engineers cat-
egory at the 2019 Crown Publications’ 

Best Projects Awards. 

Adding to its local experience, VKE has 
access to state-of-the-art technical re-
sources and the highest calibre of pro-
fessional expertise through the firm’s 
membership with the SMEC Group and 
Singaporean-based Surbana Jurong (SJ) 
Group. The SJ Group boasts a global tal-
ent pool of 16,500 people across more 
than 120 offices in over 40 countries. Over 
the past 40 years, SMEC has received 
numerous industry awards for technical 
excellence, professional service, com-
munity service and the achievements of 
its talented employees. In addition, SJ 
Group has been ranked 26th in the 2020 
Engineering News-Record (ENR) Top 225 
International Design Firms, moving up 
from its 2019 ranking (27th). It is the only 
Singapore-headquartered firm that has 
made it to the ENR Top 225 list, ranking 
among the top 30 firms for the last three 
consecutive years.

In addition to providing advanced trans-
port, energy, water and urban infra-
structure solutions, one of SMEC’s key 
strengths is its work in the infrastructure 
asset management sector. The group pro-



vide consulting, project management and 
capacity building services to government, 
utility, process and mining industries. 
SMEC’s capabilities in asset manage-
ment have been developed and refined 
through more than 30 years of continuous 
technical assistance, training and institu-
tional strengthening for government de-
partments and private industry. 

SMEC was honoured to have provided 
asset management services to Newmont 
Mining Corporation in Ghana, by support-
ing the company’s transformation from a 
tactical to a strategic regional approach. 

Newmont’s aim was to build sustainable 
asset management competency with-
in the asset management teams at the 
Ahafo and Akyem mine sites. Newmont’s 
Technical Services Team had also been 
working to improve the health and reli-
ability of their equipment and change their 
focus from an equipment maintenance 
approach to an integrated asset life-cycle 
optimisation approach. SMEC provided 
training, coaching and skill assessment 
services that not only closed staff skill 
gaps and offered professional develop-
ment for individuals, but also supported 
the successful execution of the Newmont 
Africa Asset Management Strategy. 
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  nsuring industrial machinery 
  operates at peak performance 
 with reduced maintenance costs 
– this is the domain of condition monitor-
ing specialists, WearCheck. In Namibia, 
the company operates both a Windhoek 
laboratory and an on-site laboratory at 
the Husab Uranium Project.

With roots in South Africa, where it was 
established in 1976, WearCheck now pro-
vides preventive maintenance expertise 
via 14 world-class laboratories across 
nine countries in Africa and beyond. The 
Namibian mining sector and other local 
industries have been utilising the wide 
variety of proactive maintenance services 
through WearCheck Windhoek, which 
provides a 24-hour turnaround time for 
the scientific processing of used oil sam-
ples. An on-site sampling service is also 
available. 

Additional predictive maintenance tech-
niques offered by WearCheck - which 
are employed depending on the type of 
machinery being monitored - include reli-
ability solutions (RS) services, transform-
er chemistry services and advanced field 
services (AFS) such as non-destructive 

WearCheck Windhoek saves money for 
customers 

E testing, technical compliance and rope 
condition assessment. Managing director 
of WearCheck, Neil Robinson, outlines 
the concept of proactive maintenance, 
‘By monitoring a component’s condition 
regularly over a period of time, our sci-
entific techniques provide reliable data 
which enables our diagnosticians to ac-
curately predict whether and when that 
component will potentially fail.’

‘We can identify and remedy a potential 
failure before it occurs and recommend 
a scheduled maintenance plan. This way, 
catastrophic  failure is avoided, thereby 
enhancing the availability of the machine 
and ensuring it provides peak perfor-
mance in the production line.

‘Unplanned component failure can be 
extremely costly, slowing – or stopping, 
in some cases - production while the 
damaged part is repaired, or spares are 
ordered. By avoiding this situation, our 
customers save money on unnecessary 
maintenance costs and maintaining pro-
duction levels.

‘WearCheck’s philosophy is this – we 
help our customers to decrease operating 

Jaco Venter, a senior machinery inspector at WearCheck, conducts ultrasonic testing on 
a winder’s brake components during a non-destructive testing (NDT) routine.

WearCheck laboratory technician Serisha 
Naicker conducts a TAN (total acid 
number) determination on used oil 
samples as part of a comprehensive 
condition monitoring programme. 

costs and ensure better machine availabil-
ity. This is directly linked to an increase in 
their bottom line – in other words, we save 
our customers time and money.’

There are many techniques to monitor 
the condition of rotating equipment or 
machines – for example, whether com-
ponents need to be replaced or repaired, 
or how much useful life remains in a sys-
tem’s lubricant - and we employ many of 
these methods to ensure that machinery 
constantly operates at peak performance.

Depending on the operation and the ma-
chinery involved, WearCheck technicians 
recommend the use of different monitor-
ing techniques. The company serves cus-
tomers in many industry clusters – there 
is a strong focus on mining, but also con-
struction, manufacturing, earthmoving, 
industrial, transport, aviation and renew-
able energy.  

For oil-wetted components, samples 
of used oil and fuel, coolants, grease 
and other lubricants are analysed in the 
laboratory. Trace elements found in the 
samples are interpreted by WearCheck’s 
highly-qualified diagnosticians, who use 
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WearCheck managing director 
Neil Robinson is dedicated to saving 
customers time and money through 
regular condition monitoring programmes.

this information to determine whether po-
tential failure is looming.

The company’s Reliability Solutions team 
uses cutting-edge techniques such as sci-
entific vibration and thermography anal-
ysis, motion video amplification, opera-
tional deflection shape analysis and both 
motor circuit and signature analysis, as 
well as a host of related tests to increase 
the lifespan of machinery and keep it op-
erating at optimum levels.  WearCheck’s 
Advanced Field Services (AFS) specialis-
es in three testing types – non-destructive 
testing, rope testing and technical com-
pliance. The key functions of AFS are to 
create a secure safety environment for 
both man and machine, and to reduce 
operational risks. The company’s high-
ly-skilled and experienced inspectors are 
on call 24/7/365 to assist customers to 
identify underlying defects and mitigate 
these risks on critical equipment.

Non-destructive testing uses techniques 
to test the integrity of a component or 
system without damaging it. Technical 
compliance - expert guidance is given 
to companies to assist with regulatory 
requirements, highlighting unacceptable 
conditions and reticulation equipment 

compliance during audits. Rope condition 
assessment - the integrity of steel rope 
cables is inspected, as per OEM or inter-
national standards. WearCheck’s South 
African laboratories are in Johannesburg, 
Durban, Cape Town and Middelburg, 
while the international laboratories are in 
Zambia (at Lumwana mine and Kitwe), 
Mozambique, Ghana, Zimbabwe, DRC, 
Namibia, India, and Dubai.

WearCheck remains proud of its status as 
the only condition monitoring company 
on the African continent with ISO 9001 
quality certification and ISO 14001 certifi-
cation for its environmental management 
programme, and ISO 17025 laborato-
ry-centric quality management accredi-
tation.

For more information, please visit 
www.wearcheck.co.za or email 
support@wearcheck.co.za.  

WearCheck Windhoek is situated at 
14 Lafrenz Industrial Park, Rendsburg-
er Street or call +264 81 229 6926.

Alternatively, please call WearCheck’s 
South African head office on +27 (31) 
700-5460.
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 he African Mining Market takes 
 an in-depth look at businesses
 enabling the mining sector in Af-
rica succeed. One such business with a 
long history of innovation in the mineral 
extraction process with grinding mills, is 
Loesche GmBH – a German engineering 
services company which has continued 
to put out the best grinding mills helping 
processing plants extract mineral ores with 
unmatched efficiency. To be consistent and 
ensure performance in the market, Loesche 
has a team of highly qualified and dedicat-
ed staff working around the clock to ensure 
customer satisfaction is achieved. 

Founded in Berlin, in 1906 as a family busi-
ness – today Loesche commands a good 
market share around the world and is head-
quartered in Düsseldorf, Germany. Loesche 
is currently in its third generation of fami-
ly management. Having started initially in 
the coal business, Loesche continues to 
impress with its Vertical Roller Mills (VRM) 
technology currently operating over 3000 
mills around the world in sectors such as 
coal, cement, industrial minerals, and ores. 

Operational Capacity

Core to its operations, the company de-
signs, manufactures and services vertical 
roller mills for grinding of coal, cement 
raw materials, granulated slag, industrial 
and mineral ores. Loesche employs more 
than 400 people in Germany and approxi-
mately 850 people working for the compa-
ny worldwide. Having developed a mill to 
grind coal primarily for the power industry, 
the mill was improved and developed over 
the next ninety years. Due to the versatility 
of the Loesche VRM, today almost all ap-
plications can be addressed using the VRM 
technology. Loesche manufactures mills to 
suite the required application from 2 to 3 
tons per hour all the way up to 1000 tons 
per hour.

Besides the company’s core business of 
Vertical roller mills, Loesche over the years 
has acquired other companies with equip-
ment that complements the mills and this 
has led to the opening of new markets in 
the Cement, Power, Mining and Industrial 
mineral industries, including thermal appli-
cations and automation. 

Environmental Impact

Using VRM technology, Loesche has the 
least amount of impact on the environ-
ment; the mill operates dry and uses ap-
proximately 40 to 45% less power. There is 
less water use due to the dry application, 
less dust due to the negative pressure air-
flows within the milling circuit and a smaller 

T plant footprint, making the operation much 
smaller than conventional processes.

Loesche in Africa

Loesche South Africa handles the whole 
of Africa with regards to ores and mining. 
Loesche has just recently started a mas-
sive marketing drive starting off with PDAC 
in Canada, which is going to be followed 
up with targeted trips to African Countries 
with projects pertaining to gold, copper, 
phosphates and iron ore to start with. Un-
fortunately, due to the prevailing Covid-19 
circumstances in 2020 this marketing cam-
paign has been moved to 2021.

Loesche intends to intensify efforts into the 
mining industry in Africa through continu-
ous identification of areas of rich deposits 
were the advantages of the Loesche mill 
can be brought to the fore to make min-
ing of these deposits a proposition. These 
deposits are identified through an intense 
analysis of Africa mining opportunities 
that Loesche has done over the past two 
years. The targeted opportunities are coun-
tries and areas were water and power are 
the main stumbling blocks for the mining 
house. Loesche is intensifying efforts to 
visit countries and meet with stakeholders 
were opportunities can be actualised. Cou-
pled to this effort, Loesche will also have a 
visibility at major mining shows around the 
world were mining companies with pres-
ence in Africa are exhibited. Loesche also 
has developed a live marketing plan which 
is updated as changes occur; this is to 
ensure that Loesche’ marketing is always 
focussed and moving in the right direction.

How Loesche VRM Works

Ore deposits today are characterized by 
significant variations in the mineralogy. The 
particle size is critical for a sufficient degree 
of mineral liberation to expose the mineral 
and the grindability of the ores, hence the 
beneficiation process and especially the 
comminution process must be flexible. To 
identify the best process route convention-
al and new technologies have been inves-
tigated by Loesche. Dry and wet grinding 
technologies were compared in terms of 
grinding performance and product quality. 
Through significant laboratory work done, 
improved flotation performances of dry 
ground products have led to the design of 
a completely new beneficiation process, 
which benefits the mine. Plant availability, 
lower wear rates, reagent usage, power 
and water used more efficiently, inevitably 
aiding to reduce operational expenses and 
increase profitability.

The Loesche VRM has adaptable grinding 

processes, which are already proven to 
be the way forward in other mining indus-
tries, allowing for variant mineral ores to 
be milled efficiently to the required particle 
size. The VRM, depending on the roller size, 
has a high reduction ratio; feed from 80mm 
to 140mm to a product of P80 at 75 µm in 
one pass, the mill is a closed circuit on its 
own having the comminution and classifi-
cation of product in a single machine. The 
VRM produces a steeper particle size dis-
tribution, reducing wastage in the form of 
ultra-fines and oversize. By this size distri-
bution the VRM allows for a good floatation 
size range having more particles exposed 
to the floatation process.

Client Services and Contracts

To commence with a relationship, Loesche 
will set up an initial meeting with both par-
ties to discuss a proposed project. There-
after, Loesche will gather information per-
taining to the project and the proposed ore 
and do a budget quotation. If the process 
and quotation is of interest to the client, 
then the next phase of the project kicks in, 
which involves sample grinding and recov-
ery testing. If required Loesche can also at 
that point offer the client feasibility studies 
at very competitive rates to establish the 
viability of the project. Depending on how 
both parties feel, a non-disclosure contract 
will be signed prior to commencing design, 
supply, and installation. 

Proof of Concept Phase

For companies wanting to establish that 
the VRM technology is the way forward, 
Loesche offers the mobile ore grinding plant 
(OGP) to run live tests on site. The OGP is a 
modular containerised comminution circuit 
laboratory where a Loesche milling spe-
cialist will be on hand performing various 
grinding tests until the optimum solution is 
reached for downstream processes. Guar-
antees for throughput, power consumption 
and wear element consumption rates can 
be determined during the same proof of 
concept phase. 

Contact Us

Jonathan Smith
Sales & Marketing Manager

Tel: +27 11 032 9360
Cell: +27 82 653 4274
Email: jsmith@loeschesa.co.za
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              pecialised Container Agencies 
              (SCA) - suppliers of niche market 
              container products - has developed 
SCA Intermodal Side Tipper Bins, that ensure 
quick, safe and cost-efficient bulk handling in 
rail and road applications.

“Robust Intermodal Side Tipper Bins have 
been designed for rapid and efficient off-load-
ing of materials from both rail wagons and 
road trucks, using specially designed hydraulic 
tipping cylinders,” explains Dirch Olsen, direc-
tor, Specialised Container Agencies. “SCA’s 
Intermodal Side Tipper Bins, which are easily 
handled onto container rail wagons and road 
trucks by a container handler, increase payload 
on rail wagons, from 54 metric tons to 60 met-
ric tons.

“An important feature of Intermodal Side Tip-
per Bins - which are able to be stacked four-
high for storage - is they can be used across 
different modes of transport, including road 
and rail, without the need for investment in 
double handling cargo. This system is boosting 
the utilisation of rail infrastructure, which sig-
nificantly reduces transport costs, decreases 
national road congestion and minimises prod-
uct damage. 

“In areas that are not fully serviced by rail, the 
intermodal side tipper can be loaded onto road 
transport, for closed loop, short-haul oper-
ations. Road vehicles are then used to carry 
the tipper bin containing bulk material to the 
railhead. This means cargo can be received 

S

at non-rail serviced facilities, for example on 
mines, terminals and ports.”

Other equipment in the SCA range includes the 
newly launched SCA Tippler, which has been 
developed for fast unloading of open-top con-
tainers and side-tip reception feeders that re-
ceive bulk materials directly from tipping trucks 
and loading shovels. The Big Tipper is a 12 m 
Elevated Container Tipper Frame (ECTF) and 
the 4-Way Tipper is a versatile tipping frame 
that is compatible with most 6 m/20 ft skeletal 
trailers.”

This equipment improves efficiencies, lowers 
operating costs and protects product integrity 

during bulk handling. 

For further information 

Dirch Olsen, Director, Specialised 
Container Agencies (Pty) Ltd
PO Box 12392, Jacobs, 4026, 1 
Rotterdam Road, Bayhead, Durban, 4052

Telephone: +27 82 780 2118
Email: dirch@specialisedcontainer.com 
Web: www.specialisedcontainer.com

Combining the benefits of rail 
& road transport. Improving 

efficiencies, lowering operating 
costs & protecting product 

integrity.
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SCA’s Intermodal Tipper Bins ensure quick, safe and 
cost-efficient bulk handling in rail and road applica-
tions. What’s notable is this intermodal side tipper bin 
system increases payload on rail wagons – from 54 
metric tons to 60 metric tons. A single tipper bin is 
able to hold 30 metric tons for road transport.

Specialised Container Agencies (SCA) - suppliers of 
niche market container products - has developed SCA 
Intermodal Side Tipper Bins, that provide efficient bulk 
handling rail solutions, encouraging greater utilisation 
of rail wagon container haulage.



www.ifm.com/na

Int.: +264 61 300 984

www.ifm.com/na

Int.: +264 61 300 984

A hydraulic power pack is the heart of a hydraulic system and provides energy for the operation of hydraulic 
cylinders: the most important drive elements in hydraulics. 

They are used in mobile machines such as excavators, wheel loaders and cranes as well  as in agricultural and forestry 
machinery. 

They are used everywhere in the industry where heavy machine parts are to be moved, e.g. on hydraulic presses, 
rolling mill installations and plastic injection moulding machines. 

Hydraulics 
make heavy 
work easy

Intelligent control

ifm’s LDH100 - Water is generally not wanted in hydraulic liquids and lubricants. High concentrations 
of water can seriously affect operation or even cause damage. The sensor measures the relative humid-
ity in the oil in the range of 0...100 % by means of a capacitive measuring element. Besides the relative 
humidity the sensor also outputs the medium temperature as an analogue signal

To monitor the system pressure in a hydraulic system, PN type ifm pressure sensors are used.

   A programmable red-green display clearly indicates "acceptable ranges".

 The process connection can be rotated for optimum alignment. 

 Fast switch point setting: 3-button operation with VDMA menu
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